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A Day in the Life of the Leadership
Class: Learning About Non-Profits
The Petaluma Chamber of Commerce (PACC) Leadership class had
their annual “Nonprofit Day,” led
by David Adams, owner of Quality
Printing Services. The “nonprofit day”
brought together a diverse mix of area
nonprofits to share the rich mix of
services and organizations aimed at
helping others in the area.
The day started with a tour of the
Masonic Lodge on Western and
Petaluma Blvd.; then class members
took a walk down the boulevard for a
tour of the ODD Fellows Hall.
“Fraternal groups fly under the
radar as far as their contribution

to the community,” Adams said.
Both organizations not only offer
aid, assistance and support to their
members, but also have scholarships
for kids going off to college and
support brick and mortar nonprofits
like Mentor Me, COTS and the
Salvation Army.
Next the class went to Mentor Me
and heard about the work they do in
community schools.
In a visit to COTS the class learned
about the housing issues facing the
community and enjoyed lunch in the
COTS cafeteria.
Continued on page 6

Members of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce Leadership Class had
lunch in the COTS cafeteria during a day-long experience aimed at teaching
them about area non-profit services and organizations. For more pictures and
information about the Leadership “Non-Profit Day,” see inside, page 6.

Organic Dairy Farm to Offer Manure Power for Electric Cars
Straus Family Creamery, a leader
in organic farming and a Petaluma
Area Chamber of Commerce member,
recently announced a “first-of-itskind” collaboration between its
founding organic dairy farm and
BMW group to use biogas to create
electricity that can charge electric cars.
Albert Straus’ organic dairy farm
and BMW Group are making low
carbon charging available for BMW’s
electric vehicle (EV) customers
in California allowing EV drivers
to “source” a cleaner charge from
electricity generated at an organic
dairy farm.
Working through the Low Carbon
Fuel Standards (LCFS) Program, the

collaboration will create renewable
energy with negative carbon
intensity – one of the cleanest energy
sources available in California.
“With the current climate change
crisis, the relationship that we’re
forging with BMW is essential” said
Albert Straus, founder and CEO
of Straus Family Creamery. “Not
only will this help farmers in rural
communities, but partnerships like
these are critical to help the planet.”
“This collaboration is a perfect fit
for the BMW group, which has long
valued creative technologies and
partnerships that can contribute to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions,”
said Bernhard Kuhnt, president and

CEO, BMW of North America.
The LCFS program allows dairy
farms that install methane biodigesters, which capture methane (a
greenhouse gas) from the cows’
manure and transform it into electrical
power, to earn money for generating
electricity that can be used to power
EVs.
Methane digesters cost anywhere
from $500,000 to $2 million for small
organic farms such as those in the
Straus Family Creamery independent
supplier network, making adoption
a challenging goal for most familyrun dairy operations – even those
committed to sustainable agricultural
practices.

Under the LCFS program, a dairy
farm can earn five to 10 times more
revenue for selling their renewable
energy credits compared to a standard
power purchase agreement with a
utility buyer. This increased revenue
makes it more likely that small-scale
organic dairy farmers will invest in a
biodigester.
Livestock agriculture contributes
14.5 percent of total global climate
emissions and 4.2 percent of the
total United States emissions. Dairy
manure accounts for about a quarter
of California’s methane emissions.
The existing operating methane
digester at the Straus Organic Dairy
Farm reduces methane emissions by
1,600 metric tons annually.
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Getting Ready for a Great Year
Happy New Year and Happy 2020!
The new year is upon us and I’m
sure people are in full swing with
their 2020 New Year’s resolutions.
The PACC had a busy 2019 and we
look forward to a productive 2020.
Mark your calendars for Friday Feb.
28 at Rooster Run when Petaluma
City Manager, Peggy Flynn, will be
give a “State of Our City Address.”
This Petaluma Area Chamber
of Commerce (PACC) luncheon
begins a new season by offering the
opportunity to ask the current city
manager questions about the future
direction of Petaluma. Doors open at
11:30 a.m.
Peggy was named the City of
Petaluma’s tenth City Manager in
February of 2019. She has more than
25 years of public sector experience,
having served in communications
and leadership positions for the City

of Novato, the Santa Clara Valley
Water District, and the San Jose
Redevelopment Agency.
In addition, get ready for the PACC
Community Awards of Excellence
on Thursday April 2, which will also
be held at Rooster Run. Petaluma
is blessed with a great number of
outstanding and caring people
whose many contributions make this
community a better place to live,
work, and raise a family. We honor
them at this event in the categories
of Citizen of the Year, Volunteer of
the Year, Service to Youth, Service
to Seniors, Excellence in Education,
Large Business, Small Business and
Excellence in Agriculture. Hope to see
you there.
The PACC thanks all of our
elected officials, appointed officials
and others in government that are
working hard to help continue to make

President
Mike Harris*, 665-2100, ext. 9502
CrossCheck, Inc.
mike.harris@cross-check.com

By Mike
Harris,
President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Petaluma an incredible place to live
and do business. We will continue to
collaborate with them and be a voice
of the business community in 2020.
If you are not a member of the
Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce
yet, be sure to become a member.
Collectively we can make change in
and around the City of Petaluma.
By becoming a PACC member, your
voice is amplified and you can make
a bigger difference for your business
and the community.
Thank you!

Sonoma Clean Power Advanced Energy
Center Set to Open in 2020
Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) plans
to open an Advanced Energy Center
(AEC) in downtown Santa Rosa this
year. This center is planned as a place
where the public can learn about,
test, and purchase the best in energyefficient technology for their homes.
Two years ago SCP received an EPIC
grant from the California Energy
Commission to help bring energy
efficiency and emerging technologies
directly to their customers in
Sonoma and Mendocino Counties. A
significant component of the program
is, according to SCP, the AEC.

The AEC will feature a large
demonstration area that will house
a variety of technologies that customers can install in their own homes,
including heating and air conditioning
systems, induction stovetops, daylighting retrofits, insulation materials,
heat pump water heaters, daily use
appliances, battery storage, and more.
The unique hub of products will
allow the public to physically feel and
test these emerging technologies, see
the measurable energy-saving and
financial benefits, ask questions to
qualified staff, and quickly schedule
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an installation appointment with a
certified contractor.

Michael Regan*, 415-672-2499
Regan Team Home Loan Group
michael@thereganteam.com

The AEC’s Contractor Matching
Tool will help direct customers to
local, certified contractors who can
properly install each technology. With
this tool, customers will also be able
to fairly compare pricing, bundle incentives, and review customer ratings.

Mary Roualdes*, 570-5656
Boldface Media
mary.roualdes@gmail.com

SCP also wants to offer an On-Bill
Finance program that will allow
customers to install a new product in
their home with little-to-no upfront
cost.
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GAC Reports on Supporting
the Creative Economy
By Warren
Dranit, Chair
of the PACC
Government
Affairs
Committee

It is important to know the role the
creative arts play in our local economy.
As Creative Sonoma, a public agency
created in support of the Sonoma
County arts community, celebrated
its fifth anniversary, the Petaluma
Area Chamber of Commerce (PACC)
Government Affairs Committee invited its executive director, Kristen
Madsen, to a recent meeting to learn
more.
Madsen has been Creative Sonoma’s
executive director for 4.5 of its 5 years.
She took the helm of Creative Sonoma
after many years in the entertainment
industry including a number of key
roles for the Recording Academy, best
known for presenting the Grammy
Awards each year.
The mission of Creative Sonoma is
to support and advance the creative
community of Sonoma County.

Cultural Arts Grants were open to
nonprofit organizations, including
museums and culturally specific
organizations that produce arts and
culture programs, services, and events.
Funded by Sonoma County, grants
range in size from $1,000 to $33,000
and fund some of the county’s most
established arts organizations as well
as start-up creative ventures. A total
of 35 grants were awarded through
Cultural Arts Grants and Pop-Up
Creativity Grants.
Pop Up Creativity Grants are
designed to fund temporary creative
projects that can enliven streets,

Manges will be providing information

In addition to traditional artists
such as painters, musicians, and
photographers, the mission of Creative Sonoma captures key members
of the business community such as
graphic designers, web developers and
architects. Creative Sonoma not only
assists creatives with making their
art into a successful business but also
assists businesses when a key element
of their work is artistic or creative.
There are more than 2,700 full
time employees in the creative arts
industry. A small survey of local
business identified over $45 million
in direct spending and another $35
million in ancillary spending (e.g., the
money for lodging and restaurants
spent by event audiences). The
creative arts attract and help retain
business in the county.
Under Madsen’s leadership, the
organization holds workshops and
other events to provide professional
development for creatives. Grants are
awarded to individuals, organizations
and businesses to support creative
efforts. Creative Sonoma supports
students who are exploring the arts
Continued on page 8

on what how to protect a business from
cyber-criminals. She will also present
“phishing training” to help identify
and stay safe from email scams.
She joined the Fusion Technology
Solutions team in March of 2019 in
order to head up a growing sales force
for the company. With many years of
experience in the telecommunications
Laura Manges of Fusion Technology
Solutions will be the speaker at
the January Women in Business
breakfast.

Experienced technology industry
leader Laura Manges of Fusion
Technology Solutions will speak
about

“Cybersecurity

and

Small

Business in 2020” at the Petaluma
Women in Business (WIB) breakfast
on Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 7:30 a.m. at
Dempsey’s Restaurant & Brewery, 50
E Washington Street.
Dempsey’s is a new location for the
regular monthly WIB meeting which

Creative Sonoma Awards
First Cultural Arts Grants
Creative
Sonoma
recently
announced that $338,500 has been
awarded across the county for creative
arts and culture projects, including for
the first year $300,000 in Cultural Arts
Grants awarded to 27 organizations
including the Petaluma Arts Center.

Get a Grip on Cybersecurity
at the WIB Breakfast

offers participants a networking
opportunity and features a no host
breakfast in addition to noted monthly
speakers.

industry she knows that not everyone
“Speaks Geek”, so she works closely
with her clients to provide the right
technology to meet their needs while
presenting it in clear, understandable
language. By sharing what the latest in
technology can do for a company and
why it is important, without having
to know how it works, clients can
make educated decisions knowing they
have what they need to secure their
business and meet any compliance
requirements.
This WIB event is open to all
interested participants, there is no
need to RSVP. For more information
contact the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce at (707) 762-2785 or pacc@
petalumachamber.com.

sidewalks, alleys, plazas, or other
public spaces. About $38,500 in
grants were awarded for eight area
Pop Up Creativity projects.
“These funds are supporting an
incredibly diverse slate of activities,
which reflects strong innovation in
our creative sector,” said Supervisor
David Rabbitt, Chair of the Sonoma
County Board of Supervisors. “From
a ‘Flatbed Music Festival’ and
Spanish language story hours to a
tiny gallery art exchange, two world
premier symphonies, a world premier
ballet, and a student marimba band,
these projects will offer a point of
entry to the arts for enthusiasts and
newcomers alike.”
More information about Creative
Sonoma activities can be found online
and in the report above from the
Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce
Government Affairs Committee.

The Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce Women in Business stand ready
to present another year of informative and formative breakfast meetings
featuring community leaders and experts.
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Leadership

Continued from page 1

After lunch the class went over to
the Petaluma Salvation Army (SA)
and learned the SA is feeding more
than 300 families a week with their
food pantry program. The class was
shown the SATERN (Salvation Army
Team Emergency Radio Network)
station, a short wave network that is
able to keep communities connected
in times of disaster and cell phone
outages. The class also toured the
disaster warehouse where emergency
food, water and bedding are stored
ready for use in evacuation scenarios.
A panel comprised of nonprofit
organizations held in the Salvation
Army Youth center community
room included the Petaluma 20/30
club, Petaluma 7-11 Lions, Petaluma
People Services Center, Kiwanis
Club, Village Network, Rebuilding

Together Petaluma, Petaluma Rotary
Clubs, Keeping Music in the Schools,
Aqus Community Foundation and
Petaluma Valley Baptist Church. Each
organization gave a presentation
on how they help the community in
various ways valued at millions of
dollars annually.
At the final tour of the day at the
Petaluma Elks lodge the class learned
about member benefits, like the
members only RV park, as well the
Elks sponsored programs for youths,
Elks sponosored scholarships, and aid
to veterans. The Elks also provided the
class with refreshments and a room
to work on their 2020 community
benefit class project.
“I think you see a theme here,”
Adams said. “Petaluma cares. We care
about each other, our surrounding
communities and are not hesitant
about stepping up and volunteering…”

Chris Bell of Mentor Me spoke about the history and programs of the organization before showing the facility to the Leadership class.

(From left to right) Representatives of the Petaluma 20/30 club, Petaluma
7-11 Lions, Petaluma People Services Center, Kiwanis Club, Village Network,
Rebuilding Together Petaluma, Petaluma Rotary Clubs, Keeping Music in the
Schools, Aqus Com-munity Foundation and Petaluma Valley Baptist Church
conducted a panel discussion about the role of area non-profits for the PACC
Leadership class.

Past Master Guy Chalmers shared information about the history of the
Masonic building and the community work of the Masons with the PACC
Leadership class.

Time to Start Thinking About Excellence Award Nominations
Now is the time for Petaluma
Area Chamber of Commerce (PACC)
members to start thinking about
individual and business awards
nominees, including the renowned
Community Citizen of the Year award,
to be presented at the annual Awards
of Excellence gala in early spring.

each of the following categories:
• A
 ward for Excellence Large
Business singles out a “forprofit” business with 40 or more
employees, in operation for at least
5 years and not recognized for 10
years.

Nomination forms will be available
from PACC online. Deadline for
nominations is Feb. 14.

• A
 ward for Excellence Small
Business recognizes a “for-profit”
operation with 39 or less employees
in operation for at least three years.

Put all your favorites in the running
by filling out a nomination form in

• A
 ward for Service to Youth
goes to a Petaluma resident who is

at least 18 and not currently a paid
employee of a non-profit organization, and has not been recognized in
the past 10 years.
• A
 ward for Excellence in Service
to Seniors goes to a Petaluma area
resident who is also at least 18 years
of age, not currently employed by a
non-profit organization that could
be deemed a conflict of interest, and
who acts as an advocate for a better
quality of life for Petaluma seniors.
• 
Volunteer of the Year award

goes to a resident who is at least 18
and not a paid employee of a nonprofit.
• A
ward for Excellence in
Education goes to a Petaluma area
resident, at least 18 years old with
an active role in Petaluma area
education.
• C
 itizen of the Year award goes
to a person who has exemplified
a model of civic responsibility
through outstanding service and
involvement in the community.
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Petaluma Construction Company Owner Receives Spirit of
Sonoma Award
Kimo Garrigan, owner of Petalumabased Ohana Construction, was
honored as a Spirit of Sonoma award
winner sponsored by the Petaluma
Area Chamber of Commerce.
Ohana Construction, Inc. is a
family operated residential and light
industrial business that was named
Small Business of the Year at the 2019
Community Awards of Excellence.

Ohana Construction Inc. owner Kimo
Garrigan accepts his Spirit of Sonoma
award from Sonoma County Supervisor for the First District, Susan Gorin.

The Spirit of Sonoma awards
were created to honor individuals
who contribute to the economic
development of the communities in
which they live, work and conduct
business through donations of their
time and expertise in support of local
business and in helping others.

GAC

role in response to crisis.

by helping to provide access to arts
education. Many times when there is a
public art initiative, Creative Sonoma
is engaged.

Creative Sonoma provides a directory
of creative profiles (creativesonoma.
org/artist/) as a way to connect with
the people in the local community
who provide creative services.

Continued from page 4

When the 2017 fires devastated the
community, Creative Sonoma helped
the creative community maintain its
vibrancy and supported its role as
a second responder by identifying
resources to provide emergency
financial assistance. It trained
teaching artists on how to ameliorate
the trauma to young people caused
by the fires. Support continues today
by helping creatives with disaster
preparedness. With the Kincaid Fire
in 2019, it continued its multifaceted

Creative Sonoma also operates
a marketplace — a hub of creative
opportunities including jobs, calls to
creatives, funding and scholarship
opportunities, volunteer notices,
and more. Learn more about the
marketplace at creativesonoma.org/
marketplace/.
The PACC Government Affairs
Committee looks forward to continuing
to work with Creative Sonoma for the
good of the area’s economy.

Club Celebrates 125 Years
with Speaker Series
The Petaluma Woman’s Club (PWC)
celebrates its 125 anniversary this
year with the PWC Speaker’s Series
2020 featuring notable women from
the area. Individual tickets are $15
and are available on Eventbrite.
The first event on Jan. 20 at 5:30
p.m. features Lagunitas CEO Maria
Stipp. On March 3, Dr. Jane SaldanaTalley, vice president of Santa Rosa
Junior College (SRJC), Petaluma
campus and Dr. Catherine Williams,
dean of Instruction and Enrollment

Management will be featured speakers. Cowgirl Creamery co-founders,
Sue Conley and Peggy Smith are
slated for May 26; Canine Companions
for Independence founder Dr. Bonnie
Bergin is set for July 28. Rounding
out the year on Sept. 15, will be
Katherine Rinehart, Sonoma County
Library Manager, Sonoma County
History and Genealogy.
The Petaluma Woman’s Club is
located at 518 B St. Info is available at
petalumawomansclub.com.

Twenty-two business industry
executives, community volunteers,
chamber of commerce representatives,
educators, business owners and
tourism and agricultural leaders were
honored at the 18th annual Spirit of

Sonoma Awards, presented by the
county’s Economic Development
Board last month. The honorees join
a roster of more than 220 previous
honorees dating to the first awards in
2001.

Businesses—send your press releases to the Chamber
(pacc@petalumachamber.com) for the Petaluma Business.

Get Fast Relief for your Back and Neck Pain

• WALK-INS WELCOME •

707-773-CARE (2273)
Dr. George W. Wagner Jr., D.C.
620 E. Washington # 206, Petaluma

Happy New Year!
Welcome to the month of new
resolutions, from losing weight
and getting in shape, to flossing
daily. Resolve to have a cup of
coffee or tea with us! Perfectly
painless and oh, so tasty!
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Petaluma Coffee & Tea
212 2nd St., near the Theater District • 763-2727
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Members – More info at www.petalumachamber.com
McNear’s Restaurant & Mystic
Theatre, 24 Years
Ken O’Donnell

New Members
See Page 12

Renewing Members
Brokaw Design
CrosscCheck, Inc.
CrossCheck, Inc.
Heritage Salvage
Local Heros Auto Service
Northbay Auto Wraps
Pub Republic
River Front Café
Rohnert Park Retirement Community

Long-Time Members
Fishman Supply Company,
49 Years
Leland Fishman
OilStop, 31 Years
Larry Dahl
Shotwell’s Auto Body, 31 Years
Ken Gulick
Santa Rosa Junior College,
Petaluma Campus, 30 Years
Dr. L. Jane Saldana-Talley
Big O Tires #70, 29 Years
Randy Scott
USI - Chet Laws, 25 Years
Tammy Carpenter
Petaluma Kiwanis Club, 24 Years
Steve Werle

BPM LLP, 23 Years
Toni Moheng
Legacy Marketing Group, 22 Years
Lynda Pitts
Little Hills Christmas Trees,
18 Years
Kriss Mungle
Gulick’s Auto Body Shop, Inc.,
18 Years
Ken Gulick
Sheraton Sonoma County
-Petaluma Hotel, 17 Years
Scott Satterfield
Devcon Construction, Inc.,
14 Years
Lesley Kesser
Tony Parrish - Compass, 14 Years
Tony Parrish
Serendipity Chiropractic, 13 Years
Julie Restad
The STG Group, 10 Years
Jim Ballard
Reynolds Battery Service, Inc.,
10 Years
Jeff Reynolds

Spread the Word!
Businesses—send your press releases to the Chamber
(pacc@petalumachamber.com) for the Petaluma Business.

Chamber Events
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Calendar – January
1/1 - 1/3 N
 ew Year’s Holidays -

8B
 usiness After Hours -

PACC Office Closed

Rohnert Park Retirement
Community

7A
 mbassadors

4855 Snyder Ln., Rohnert Park

Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
701 Sonoma Mtn. Pkwy.
7:30 – 8:15 A.M.

5:30 – 7:00 P.M.

13 P
 ACC Board Meeting
PACC Conference Room

7W
 omen in Business

6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite B-11

PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite B-11
7:30 – 8:30 A.M.

11:30 A.M. – 1:30 P.M.

16 B
 usiness After Hours Wicked Slush

8W
 omen in Business

122B American Alley

Breakfast: Cybersecurity and
Small Business in 2020, Laura
Manges, Fusion Technology

4:00 – 6:00 P.M.

17 G
 overnment Affairs

Solutions

PACC Conference Room

Dempsey’s Restaurant & Brewery

6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite B-11

50 E. Washington St.

7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

20 M
 artin Luther King, Jr.

8L
 eadership Alumni

Holiday - PACC Office

PACC Conference Room

Closed

6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite B-11
9:30 – 10:30 A.M.

Looking Forward to February

8,

6

First Thursday Labor Law Q&A with Jay Putnam

11

Member Orientation & Refresher @ the Chamber

12

Women in Business Breakfast

17

President’s Day Holiday – PACC Offices Closed

28

State of Our City Luncheon @ Rooster Run

Check our online calendar to RSVP.

Platinum Members

Gold Members

Silver Members

Bronze Members
Amy’s Kitchen, Inc. • Cagwin & Dorward Landscape Contractors • Todd Mendoza, Coldwell Banker
CSW/Stuber Stroeh Engineering Group, Inc. • Cattlemens • Deer Creek Village • Fishman Supply Inc.
Kaiser Permanente • Moonware Design • Petaluma Coffee & Tea Co. • Don Ramatici Insurance • Safeway
Sally Tomatoes • Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance • Summit State Bank • Sutter Health Novato Community Hospital
Visual Story Media, LLC • Wagner Health Center • Welcome Wagon • Wells Fargo Bank • White Owl IT • Wilco RCM
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Welcome New PACC Members!
BoHo Bungalow
Faith Parker
143 Kentucky Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
(707) 299-8462
www.thebohobungalow.com
Boho Bungalow has recently opened
another store on Kentucky Street.
This store has two other locations in
Sebastopol and in Occidental. Each is
a little different, so Faith encourages
customers to see all three locations.
This unique lifestyle boutique is a
combination gift shop, interior design
studio and collectibles store.

Electrical Equipment Co., Inc.
Jim Schroeder, President
1290 Holm Road
Petaluma, CA 94954-1106
jims@eecpet.com
(707) 762-2883
Electrical Equipment Co., Inc is an
experienced team of motor specialists
handling motor-related needs of
businesses throughout the North Bay
Area since 1952. In addition to motor
repair, they also offer motor sales and
the experienced staff can help you find
the exact parts you need to get your
motor running.

NorCal Livestock Evacuation
& Support
Shelina Moreda
3247 Spring Hill Rd.
Petaluma, CA 94952
NorCAlEvac@gmail.com
(707) 234-7193
During the Tubbs fire of 2017,
NorCal Livestock Evacuation &
Support ran a team of trucks and
trailers to get animals out of fire zones
across five counties in Northern California. Since then, they are meeting
with local fire departments, working
with CalFire, and developing systems
for future emergencies. It is their goal

to be a resource for humans to be able
to get their livestock to safety in an
efficient, safe and trustworthy
manner. They are a 501C(3) nonprofit dedicated to providing rescue,
evacuation and rebuilding needs to
the
agricultural
and
animal
community.

Spread the Word!

Put Your Marketing Dollars to Work!

Businesses: Send your press releases to the
Chamber (pacc@petalumachamber.com) to be included
in the Petaluma Business.

New members are introduced to the Petaluma business
community in the Petaluma Business, and can also place a
1/8 page ad for free in the same issue. Call 707-762-2785 today!

