Petaluma BUSINESS

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

Time Sensitive Material - Deliver by Jan. 3

6 Petaluma Blvd. North, Suite A-2
Petaluma, CA 94952
707-762-2785
www.petalumachamber.com

PAID
PETALUMA, CA
PERMIT NO. 127

Petaluma BUSINESS
January 2014 • Vol 23, No 1

“Petaluma’s voice for business” — A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Health Care Reform
Topic for Seminar Here
A free Health Care Reform seminar
designed to help local businesses
understand and deal with the
provisions of the Affordable Care Act
will be held on January 22, 4-5:30
p.m., at Rooster Run Event Center,
2301 E. Washington Street. RSVP to
762-2785.
The event is jointly sponsored
by the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce, Petaluma Health Care
District, and Wells Fargo Bank.
The seminar will be conducted by
Bud Martin of Wells Fargo Insurance
and Victor McKnight of EPIC. There
will also be panels of local health care
experts to discuss the issues.
The organizers said that Health

Care Reform makes new business
strategies a necessity. Businesses
of all sizes must adjust their health
insurance strategy in order to take
advantage of the new rules and avoid
costly penalties under the Affordable
Care Act. This is a critical time for
all businesses to make sure they
are prepared for 2014 and to begin
planning for 2015.
Regardless of the business size
or industry, whether buying group
health insurance for employees or
an individual policy for the owner,
it has never been more important
to understand the new rules of the
road and make adjustments to the
business plan.

Seminar attendees will learn
important new health insurance
strategies for businesses and
individuals. Seminar topics include:
• N
 ew legal obligations for businesses
and individuals
• Taking advantage of tax credits and
deductions
• T
he ins-and-outs of insurance
Exchanges such as Covered
California
• G
 roup insurance verses individual
insurance – the rules have changed
• W
 hat to look for in the new health
insurance policies – the good, the
bad, and the ugly

Bud Martin

Chamber Launches
New Lunch Program

Pomo Chair Outlines Plans
For Petaluma Area Property

Mark your calendars now for the
Chamber’s new First Friday News @
Noon program, starting February 7.

an in-depth examination of current
issues of great interest to members of
the business community,” Onita said.

The First Friday event will be a
monthly chamber get-together
replacing the long-running Wake
Up Petaluma program. Both the old
and new versions are designed to
give Chamber members insights into
community events and issues.

Petaluma City Manager John Brown
will head a City Hall contingent at the
inaugural February lunch, scheduled
to be held at Rooster Run. Brown and
company will present a “State of the
City” address covering plans, outlook,
and expectations for the local city
government in 2014.

Harvey Hopkins, chairman of the
Dry Creek Rancheria band of Pomo
Indians, sat down with members of
the Chamber’s Government Affairs
Committee in December to present
his group’s plans for developing
property just south of Petaluma
between the river and Highway 101.

“Where Wake Up was presented in a
magazine format, covering a number
of topics each breakfast, the new First
Friday News @ Noon will present

Bank of Marin will sponsor the
Continued on page 8

Hopkins, whose background is in
construction, presented a plan for
developing the 277 acres owned by
the tribe that included 40 residential
units, several sports fields, a fire
station, a service station, a clinic, a

campground, and some retail.
GAC members expressed concerns
that if the property is to be taken
into trust, which the tribe seeks to
gain exemption from a wide range
of government costs associated with
development, they might also use
that exemption to create another
casino just south of town.
Hopkins conceded that there are
tribal members who have wanted a
casino, that he personally is opposed
Continued on page 9
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Chamber Ambassadors–Great Resource for Business
by: Kathleen Stafford, PACC Ambassador, Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap

How many times have you thought
to yourself, “what is a Petaluma Area
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador
anyway and what exactly do they do?”
We are a group of people that
volunteer our time to help orchestrate
lots of activities within our wonderful
city of Petaluma. We all live and work
in our community; we are business
owners, entrepreneurs, employees,
moms, dads, and PTA members, just
normal everyday people who are
passionate about Petaluma and the
success of our local businesses and
employers.

Chamber Committees
Call 762-2785 for more info.

The Petaluma Chamber of
Commerce is a great resource for
businesses. Being a business here
in this town it’s a must to join the
Chamber. They have an annual
directory that lists your business and
contact information. They give you a
platform to host Business After Hours
which is a great way to bring other
Chamber members and guests into
your business in a fun and relaxed
atmosphere. You will see many of
the Ambassadors greeting you at the
door at these types of events.
The Chamber website is updated
regularly. Petalumachamber.com

Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company

gives information and Newsflashes
about our local goings on, for
business and also other local events.
So the next time you see one of
us with our Chamber Ambassador
name tag or the Blue Ambassador
Ribbon come up and say hi, or better
yet wait for us to come say hi and
welcome you. After all, that’s what
we do best. And if you are a dynamic,
outgoing, and fun member of
Petaluma then maybe you would like
to be an Ambassador, too. Contact
The Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce at 707-762-2785
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First Friday News @ Noon
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President’s Message

A Look Ahead At The Chamber Year
As January comes around, it is
customary to assess our progress
over the year just ended, and then
to look forward to the new year and
seek ways to refine and improve your
Chamber’s efforts on behalf of the
membership.
The Chamber Board, staff, and
committees have all been reviewing
existing programs and evaluating the
need for new efforts to address the
challenges of the coming year. Two
new programs, reported elsewhere
in this issue, deserve some comment.
The first has to do with our efforts to
help members deal with the changes
in national health care insurance.
We will be working this year to help
our member businesses deal with
major changes in national insurance,
compliance requirements, and what
may be continuing refinements to the
new laws as we move forward.
The first step in this process will be

GAC Sets Agenda
The Chamber’s Government Affairs
Committee has met to set an agenda
for subjects to pursue during 2014.
The Committee annually follows
key development and political
issues to follow, analyze, and make
recommendations to the Board of
Directors.
According to Committee Chair
Wayne Leach, the following is the list
of issues identified thus far, although
he said more issues could be added as
the need arises.
• Rainier Crosstown Connector
•
101 Projects/Interchanges
Widening

and

• Wastewater constraints to economic
development and expansion
• Local tax measure for infrastructure
improvements
• Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo
development south of Petaluma
• Petaluma River Dredging
• Local elections

a forum on January 24, sponsored
by Petaluma Chamber of Commerce,
Wells Fargo Bank and the Petaluma
Health Care District.

our community. Now, we are in an
economic upswing and we need to
do what we can to maximize the
beneficial aspects of this recovery.

In February, our new monthly
luncheon program, First Friday News
@ Noon, will kick off at Rooster
Run. This program is a successor to
our long-running Wake Up Petaluma
program. The main focus will still be
upon furnishing our members with
important news and information
about local government action and
the community, but with a difference.

The latest unemployment numbers
show that Petaluma currently has
5.5% unemployment, lower than the
county, state, or federal numbers.
This compares to an unemployment
rate of 10.2% in Petaluma as recently
as March of 2010, and a rate of 8.7%
just last January.

Where the Wake Up programs
featured several speakers with
highlights of different subjects, First
Friday will concentrate on providing
in-depth information on a single
subject important to business.
For the past few years, the
devastating impact of the economic
recession forced us to address
ways to minimize the impacts on

Our office vacancy rate, which
reached an alarming high of more
than 30%, has dropped to 21.2%.
While still unacceptably high, all
indications are that this number is
going to continue to drop throughout
the coming year.
Now our committees are looking to
refine their programs to reflect the
economic recovery.
Our Women in Business Committee
has adopted a schedule with a mix of

By Tony Sarno,
President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

events all focusing on “Growing Your
Business.”
Currently both the Government
Affairs Committee and the Economic
Development Committee are holding
planning sessions to accommodate a
return to prosperity. The Economic
Development Committee will be
forming new task forces to address
potential blocks to a speedy economic
recovery.
Our Government Affairs Committee
is looking at a range of issues
expected to dominate 2014 and is in
the process of setting priorities.
All of these activities are being,
and will continue to be, reported in
Petaluma Business.
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Awards Nominees Sought
For Recognition Event

Exemplary Service In
Petaluma

This year’s Community Recognition
Awards event is scheduled for March
27, and the Chamber is urging its
members to start thinking about
nominees.

Do you know a Petaluma service
person who offers exemplary service?

the person who should be crowned
Service Person of the Year.

Write a letter or email a nomination
to argus@arguscourier.com to tell us
why you think your nominee should
be considered for the service person
award (no phone calls, please).

This year’s winner will be honored
in the Petaluma Argus-Courier and
at the 2013 Petaluma Community
Awards of Excellence event on March
27.

Deadline for all nominees is
February 14. A selection committee
will review the nominees and
honorees will be announced in the
March issue of Petaluma Business.
Nominees for public safety awards
will be made by the city’s police and
fire departments, and Service Person
of the Year will be made by the Argus
Courier (see accompanying story.)
Following are the criteria for
nominees to be considered by the
Chamber:
Award for Excellence Large
Business
Eligibility: A “for-profit” business
in operation for at least five years. 40
or more employees, and has not been
recognized in past 10 years
Award for Excellence Small
Business
Eligibility: A “for-profit” business
in operation for at least three years,
39 or fewer employees, has not been
recognized in past 10 years
Award for Excellence in Service
to Youth
Eligibility: A citizen living within
the Petaluma area, must be at least
18 years of age, is not currently a
paid employee of a non-profit
organization, has not been recognized
in past 10 years

Award for Excellence in Service
to Seniors
Eligibility: A citizen living within
the Petaluma area, must be at least 18
years of age, is not a paid employee
of a non-profit organization which
would be deemed a conflict of
interest, has not been recognized in
the past 10 years, is recognized as an
advocate for a better quality of life for
Petaluma seniors
Volunteer of the Year
Eligibility: A citizen living within
the Petaluma area, must be at least 18
years of age, not a paid employee of a
non profit organization, has not been
recognized in past 10 years
Award for Excellence in
Education
Eligibility: A citizen living within
the Petaluma area, must be at least
18 years of age, not limited to a State
of California credentialed teacher,
involvement in Petaluma area
education, has not been recognized
in last 10 years.
Citizen of the Year
Eligibility: A citizen living within
the Petaluma area, must be at least 18
years of age, has not been recognized
in the past 10 years
Criteria for judging each of the
above listed categories are available
at the Chamber office, 762-2785.
Anyone interested in making a
nomination should contact the
Chamber office for nomination forms
before the February 14 deadline.

Nominations for Service Person
can cover all aspects of the service
industry, but should not include
business owners, managers, directors
or those in charge of departments.
Previous Service Person of the Year
honorees will not be considered for
the contest.
Five nominees will be named
Service Person of the Week in
January and February. Then, people
will be invited to vote online for

Email nominations to argus@
arguscourier.com, or mail nominations to: Service Person of the Year,
Petaluma Argus-Courier, P.O. Box
750308, Petaluma 94975, or drop it
by the Argus-Courier office at 719C
Southpoint Blvd.

WIB Releases
2014 Schedule
The Women in Business Committee
has announced a new schedule and
slate of events for the year to come.
In the past, the committee has hosted
breakfast gatherings with a sprinkling
of after-hours events. This year the
WIB group plans to space things out
and offer breakfasts, lunches, and
after-hours events.
The theme this year is “growing
your business”!
Through these events, WIB will
provide a series of topics to help
attendees identify business goals
and then put them into action with
additional funds and marketing tools.
The 2014 schedule:
February 19 is a lunch meeting, the
topic being Networking
April 16 will be a breakfast at the
Petaluma Women’s Club, topic is
Business Planning
June 19 is a Business After Hours
at the Law Offices of Rebecca G.
Kagin and Pauline M. Deixler. Topic
is Get to Know Your Business
Colleagues
August 20 – Lunch meeting; topic
is Financing

Amy Johnson, Mike Minnis, Patty Minnis at the ribbon cutting for Petaluma
Jewelers. They are having a Business After Hours on Thursday, January 23rd.

The earlier a nomination is
submitted, the greater chance the
nominee has to become a Service
Person of the Week.

October 15 – Breakfast at Petaluma
Women’s Club. Topic is Marketing
November 6 – Business After Hours

Each of the breakfast and lunch
events is sponsored by a local
business. We would like this to be a
member who wants to be involved
in WIB and gain business exposure.
Sponsors pay $150 and get an event
ticket ($30 value), a 1/8 page ad in
the Chamber Newsletter ($95 value),
and exposure at the event with a
5-minute promotion and display
space (priceless).
WIB is also seeking a host for
the November After-Hours event.
The After Hours host opens their
business space as a venue and shares
in the cost for food and beverages. If
you are interested in sponsoring or
hosting an event, please contact our
sponsor coordinator Rebecca Kagin.
If you would like to speak, or have a
suggestion for a speaker, contact the
speaker coordinator Laurie Cameron.
For general questions about the
Women in Business Committee,
please contact one of the co-chairs,
Bonnie Koagedal or Rebecca Kagin.
WIB contacts:
Rebecca Kagin, Co-chair, sponsor
coordinator: rkagin@rkaginlaw.com
Bonnie Koagedahl, Co-Chair,
bonnie@koagedalproperties.com
Laurie Cameron, Speaker Coordinator, catalyst@lauriecameron.com
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EDB Offers Program
To Assist Businesses
Sonoma
County’s
greatest
opportunity for economic vitality and
job creation may well lie in the ability
of local entrepreneurs to quickly
and easily get new businesses up
and operational. As part of a host
of initiatives recently undertaken
by the Sonoma County Economic
Development Board (EDB), the
organization has just released a new
guide entitled Ten Steps: A Guide to
Starting your Business in Sonoma
County.
The new step-by-step guide
provides entrepreneurs and business
owners with a concise listing of the
most common actions necessary
to start a business, complete with
essential City, County, State and
Federal contacts. In addition, sources
of technical assistance are outlined,
as are resources that can provide
financing, workforce, and legal
guidance.

January 2014

Help a Child
Learn to Read

The guide is a product of the
EDB’s Business Assistance Program,
which since its inception last year,
has provided over 300 businesses
with free, one-on-one guidance
through the regulatory and licensing
process, connections with financing,
incentives, qualified employees, and
technical assistance.

Steps, check out www.SonomaEDB.
org. To connect with the entire range
of new resources available to local
business through the EDB, call the
Business Assistance Hotline at (707)
565-7589.

To download a PDF version of Ten

In Sonoma County, more than 50%
of third grade students are reading
below grade level. Nearly 90% of
third grade students, who are also
English Language Learners, are
reading below grade level.  
The Schools of Hope program is an
early intervention model for children

Ethan Brown, who serves as the
EDB’s Business Assistance Officer,
and staffs a recent Hotline that
provides critical aid to business
owners, has a background as one
himself. “Realizing the dream of
owning a business is no small feat,”
stated Brown. “It takes a tremendous
amount of work and dedication. I
can empathize with the position
many business owners are in, and I
encourage them to mine these new
assets designed to help them find
success.”

who are struggling with reading.
Volunteer tutors commit to spending
a minimum of 30 minutes a week
working one-to-one with a student
in literacy and reading. The program
is in place in 22 schools across the
county including two in Petaluma–
McDowell and Miwok.
To learn more or register for an
orientation, please contact Erica
Dolcini at the Volunteer Center at
(707) 573-3399, Ext. 121, or edolcini@
Ethan Brown

volunteernow.org.

Large or Small...to us you
are just right!
Golden Eagle Branch
2 E. Washington Street
707.762.5556

Parkway Plaza Branch
701 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
707.766.1541

Local Bank. Local Lenders
www.exchangebank.com

7

We have a wide
variety of loan
products available
for a business
your size
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Member Profile

The Benbow Inn
Located about three hours north of
Petaluma in the redwood country, the
Benbow Inn is one of the Chamber’s
more remote members. The inn, one
of California’s more notable lodging
landmarks, today is a welcome
reminder of the casual elegance of a
bygone era.
First opened in 1926 by the
Benbow family (not to be confused
with the Admiral Benbow Inn in
the novel Treasure Island,) the inn
was intended to combine luxurious
accommodations
and
elegant
hospitality with the best of outdoor
living. During its early days, it hosted
the likes of Spencer Tracy, Clark

Benbow Inn Exterior

Gable, Alan Ladd, Eleanor Roosevelt,
Herbert Hoover, and many others.
Sold by the family in 1962, the
Benbow Inn is now owned by John
and Teresa Porter and the Inn has
been combined with the adjacent
Benbow Valley Resort, with a 112
space RV park and a nine-hole golf
course.
The Porters have been dedicated
to upgrading and restoring the
Inn, maintaining its four-diamond
classification.
Neil Leddy, marketing director
of Benbow Inn, sat down with
Petaluma Business to discuss the
inn. He said that the owners have

Free assistance and resources
include agency staff visits to assess
individual waste needs and provide
staff trainings, tenant outreach events
for multifamily complexes, Agency
resources including Sonoma County
Recycling Guides (English and

The Benbow Inn is now a member
of the Historical Hotels of America
Society, and is just a mile away from
an historical Julia Morgan designed
home, which is a feature of local
guided tours.
The Benbow’s campground will
become a KOA affiliate this year,
and the inn in seeking to attract

Benbow Inn Dining Room

Help With
Recycling
The Sonoma County Waste
Management Agency is contacting
Sonoma County businesses to
offer assistance in complying with
California’s Mandatory Commercial
Recycling Law. The law applies
to businesses and public entities
producing 4 cubic yards or more of
commercial solid waste per week and
multifamily dwellings of 5 units or
more.

recently conducted a $600,000
room restoration project as part of
maintaining the Benbow’s historical
ambience. The features that have
been preserved include the main
building’s guest room doors which
were hand-painted long ago by Eva
Benbow.

families with a splash park with water
features.
Another promotion initiated by the
Benbow is a multi-County Chamber
mixer, scheduled for the first Friday
in March this year. As part of a way to
introduce area Chamber members to
the amenities of the Benbow, special
room rates are being offered.
Visitors to the Benbow Inn will
tell you that the main attraction is
the ambience, the wealth of antique
furnishings in public and guest
rooms, the high level of customer
service, the nostalgia of a bygone
era, and the exceptional beauty of
redwood country surrounding it all.

Benbow Inn Lobby

News@Noon

Continued from page 1

February kick-off luncheon.
Spanish) and bi-lingual illustrated
posters and recycling containers for
indoor use.
To get started, please contact us
at: recycling@sonoma-county.org, or
call (707) 565-2413 or (707) 5653375, or visit www.recyclenow.org/
business/commercial.asp.
Sonoma County Waste Management
Agency, formed in 1992, is the
joint powers authority of the nine
incorporated cities and the County of
Sonoma. The SCWMA reports local
progress to CalRecycle with regard to
outreach and monitoring related to
AB341. Visit www.recyclenow.org for
more information.

Pellegrini said the format
changeover, as well as the shift from
early morning to noon, had been under
consideration for some time. “We
had been hearing concerns that the
limit of ten to 15 minutes per speaker
really didn’t give us the opportunity
to present the membership with an
in-depth understanding of the more
critical issues,” Pellegrini said. “The
new format addresses that.”
“Every year, Petaluma has a
number of controversial issues, and
we are certain 2014 won’t be any
different,” she said. “For ideas for
future programs, we will be finding
our inspiration in the front page
headlines of the local newspapers.”

Photo by Will Bucquoy / WB Photography

At the November Wake Up Santa
Rosa, Santa Rosa Mayor Scott
Bartley presented Anthy O’Brien,
President/CEO of Top Speed Data
Communications, and the Chamber’s
Member of the Quarter Award.
O’Brien is chair of the Petaluma
Chamber’s Economic Development
Committee.
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Brel at
Cinnabar
Following its sold-out run of
La Cage aux Folles, Cinnabar Theater
in Sonoma County rings in 2014 with
a cabaret celebrating the songs of
a legendary European troubadour.
Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well and
Living in Paris debuts New Years Eve
and continues through January 19.
Jacques Brel attracted worldwide
fame as a singer, songwriter, and
showman. Now his profound and
passionate music bewitches audiences
in this witty and wistful show which
became a long-running off-Broadway
hit. Four talented performers bring
Brel’s provocative songbook to life.
Cinnabar’s cozy theater is perfectly
suited to this intimate and emotional
show.
“Jacques Brel was one of the
most interesting and influential
songwriters of the 20th century,”
said Elly Lichenstein, Cinnabar’s
esteemed artistic director. “This show
elegantly combines the beauty of his
love songs and the bite of his war
ballads with droll social satire and
lyrical observations of everyday life.
I’m delighted to find four spectacular
singers who feel as deeply about
this music as I do and who can
convey Brel’s incredible range to our
audience.”
Tickets for the New Year’s Eve Gala
are $56 and $66. Enjoy delectable
desserts and fine wine before
the show, and party favors and
champagne at midnight.

9

Petaluma Ranks
High in Safety
Snethlage and Barbara Howell.
Every year, Cinnabar Theater
produces a thrilling mix of plays,
musicals, operas, and concerts
in a remarkable range of genres.
Cinnabar’s Young Rep offers
extensive activities for local youth,
and the Cinnabar Singers welcome
anyone who wants to be part of a
chorus. All these events take place in
the iconic red schoolhouse perched
atop a grassy hill on the outskirts of
Petaluma.
Audiences have flocked to
performances in this intimate setting
since 1972, when Marvin and Jan
Klebe established an arts center for
the community. Along with their
sons, they transformed a charming
1908 schoolhouse into a jewel-box
theater that has hosted successful
shows for four decades. Now
Cinnabar is preparing another year
of lively performances for its loyal
audience.
Cinnabar Theater is located at
3333 Petaluma Boulevard North, just
off Highway 101 and only minutes
from historic downtown Petaluma.
There’s ample parking up on the
hill…and a friendly herd of goats
grazing in the neighboring field. For
more information, or to purchase
tickets, call (707) 763-8920 or visit
cinnabartheater.org.

Tickets for other performances
are $35 for adults and $25 for ages
21 and under. Special $9 seats are
available for middle- and high-school
students as part of “Friday Night
Live,” a new theater party for local
youth that takes place on January 3.
Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well
and Living in Paris stars Julia
Hathaway, Valentina Osinski, Kevin
Singer, and Michael Van Why. The
show features stage direction by Elly
Lichenstein, music direction by Al
Haas and Robert Lunceford, and
choreography by Joseph Favalora.
The distinguished design team
includes Wayne Hovey (scenery),
Pat Fitzgerald (costumes), and Krista
Smith (lights). The production is
generously underwritten by Michel

January 2014

Petaluma was included in The
SafeWise Report’s “50 Safest Cities
in California” list last month. To
compile this report, SafeWise used
the most recent FBI crime data and
other ranking factors, like unique
safety initiatives and security
programs implemented within the
past few years. From the hundreds of
cities in California, they narrowed the
list down to 50 and assigned rankings
according to how the city met our
criteria.
“As a former law enforcement
officer, I wasn’t surprised to discover

that, despite their rather large
population, nearly all of the California
cities that made our list had one
characteristic in common, which is
strong community involvement,”
reporter Alexia Chianis said.
“When citizens and the government
develop a relationship of trust and
transparency, criminals don’t stand
much of a chance.”
Petaluma ranked 42nd in the State.
The only other city north of the
Golden Gate, from San Francisco to
Oregon, that placed in the top 50 was
Windsor.

Judy Carney, right above, long-time bookkeeper for the Petaluma Chamber,
has retired effective December 31. She will be replaced by Sue Turek, pictured
left.
Carney joined the Chamber in the late 1990’s, then left briefly to pursue
a business venture, and returned for good in 2005. Chamber staff members
honored her years of service at a retirement luncheon.

Pomos

Continued from page 1

to it, and said that he has successfully
convinced a majority to back the
present plan instead.
The tribe currently operates
the casino in the hills just west of
Geyserville. Current law allows tribes
to operate more than one casino,
although that could change in the
foreseeable future.

Photo by Eric Chazankin

At Cinnabar Theater in Petaluma,
Valentina Osinski stars in Jaques Brel
is Alive and Well and Living in Paris.

Hopkins said he would welcome
safeguards that would prohibit the
property from being converted to a
casino, and suggested that one way
would be for the city to extend water
and sewer to the property, and by
controlling it, the city could shut off

those services if the tribe did not live
up to agreements.
That argument was met by the
response that the provisions of the
Urban Growth Boundary voted in
by Petaluma would prohibit the
extension of water and sewer except
for purposes of agricultural support.
Regarding the recently opened
casino in Rohnert Park, Hopkins said
the Pomo tribe has lost 20-30% of
its business to the new facility, and a
number of employees.
The CAC group intends to continue
monitoring the situation.
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There is Beer in
County’s Future
The growth of
the County’s craft
beer and beverage
industry was the
impetus for the firstever Sonoma County
Beer, Cider and
Spirits Conference, featuring a host
of industry leaders and sponsored by
the county’s Economic Development
Board.
The consensus of a parade of
speakers was that the industry is
getting big here, and is going to get a
lot bigger.
“It’s the fastest growing legal
industry in the county,” Ben Stone,
head of the EDB, told a sold-out
audience of more than 300 at Santa
Rosa’s Hyatt Vineyard Inn at the
November 12 event.
The EDB produced a report earlier
that found craft beer, cider and
distilleries added $123 million in
local economic impact and found the
industry is expected to add up to
$200 million this year, according to
the EDB.
Tony Magee, founder of Petaluma’s
Lagunitas Brewing Company, was
one of the featured speakers at the
event. He pointed out that back in the
mid-50’s, the American beer industry
was dominated by brands like Schlitz,
only to be overtaken by Anheuser
Busch and its Budweiser brand.
He predicted that a few decades
hence Anheuser Busch will itself be
overtaken by the craft beer and ale
industry, and that India Pale Ales
(IPAs) will replace Pilsners as the

national favorite.
C u r r e n t l y ,
Lagunitas is one of
the ten largest craft
beer businesses in
the country. The
craft beer industry
nationwide last year had $12 billion
in retail sales, the same size as the
ultra-premium wine market, or
bottles of $14 or more.
Petaluma currently has five
breweries out of a total of 20 countywide.
Speakers at the event included
State Assemblyman Wes Chesbro,
who has authored several pieces of
legislation to support the industry.
Tom McCormick of the California
Craft Brewers Association told the
crowd that the industry currently has
423 breweries in California, and that
they are opening at the rate of one a
week.

PHOTO CREDIT: JIM JOHNSON

Tony Magee, Lagunitas, addresses a packed room at the Santa Rosa
conference.

Currently, Sonoma County has
three breweries that have made a
major impact nationally. Lagunitas
is one. The others are Russian River
Brewing Company in Santa Rosa and
Healdsburg Brewing.
Russian River has garnered
national attention with its Pliny the
Younger, released only once a year
and attracting block-long throngs
waiting for a chance to taste it.
Lagunitas is opening a
major
production plant in Chicago to supply
demand to its newly opened east
coast and Midwest markets.

PHOTO CREDIT: JIM JOHNSON

This panel discussed Sonoma County’s competitive advantages in the
craft beverage industry. Pictured, left to right, are Jay Brooks, syndicated
newspaper columnist; Ron Lindenbusch, Lagunitas Brewing Company; Tim
Zahner, Sonoma County Tourism; and Ken Weaver, Petaluma, Author and
Digital Media Writer.

Lots of shopping and celebrating at the Business after Hours and Ribbon
Cutting at the Eliot James Salon, co-hosted by the Women in Business
Committee, who gathered donations for the WiB Scholarship fund.
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New Member Profile

Kaia FIT Central North Bay
Kaia FIT offers a women-only, year-

results. Kaia workouts are built on

round, fitness and nutrition program

a foundation of progressions that

focused on results, commitment and

make our participants feel safe and

camaraderie. Programs cater to the

comfortable at any fitness level.

various goals of women of all ages and
backgrounds. The goal is to change
lives by helping women get stronger,
lose weight, and meet goals they
would never have dreamt possible,
while having the time of their life and
making life-long friends.

Kaia’s three yearly Briks and
six yearly Core sessions are the
cornerstones of health and fitness
and

can

be

incorporated

into

women’s daily lives. By building a
solid foundation during these sixweek programs, Kaia trains bodies

What separates Kaia FIT from

and minds to take on multiple

other programs is a combination of

challenges simultaneously. Kaia FIT

intense muscle confusion workouts,

is unique in that they have developed

nutritional guidance and constant

a year-round program that is easy to

support from our certified coaches.

follow, produces amazing results and

Kaia helps women achieve dramatic

can be applied to everyday living.
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Unemployment Rates
Dropping in County

Sculptures at
Art Center
Petaluma Art Center presents
Form & Finish: Sculptures
by Michael Cooper & John de
Marchi. The exhibition features the
work of two distinguished sculptors.
Michael Cooper and John de Marchi
maintained an enduring friendship
until de Marchi’s passing in 2011.
Outside of this friendship they
shared a love for tools, quality finishes,
superbly designed and crafted
objects, as well as teaching what they
loved. Cooper and de Marchi are both
internationally acclaimed artists who
have maintained studios in Sonoma
County for many decades. They
have each shown their work locally,
nationally, and internationally.
While each artist possesses his
own distinct style and sensibility,
both have created sculptures using
machine shop tools and mechanical
engineering-combining machined
components and industrial finishes
to produce exquisitely designed
sculptural pieces.
The exhibition also includes videos,
working drawings, photographs, and
a display of antique and handmade
tools from the de Marchi collection.
Exhibition curated by Satri Pencak.

Internationally
known
and
legendary master artist, Michael
Cooper, is an outstanding sculptor
in wood, metal and other materials.
Cooper’s work also exhibits brilliance
in design and imagination,. This
exhibition will highlight a selection
of Cooper’s dazzling sculptures, each
a phenomenally unique work of art.
Michael Cooper lives and works in
Sonoma County. A collection of his
work has recently been on tour with
the Museum of Craft and Design,
traveling across the nation, including
Bellevue, WA, Brockton, MA, and
San Francisco, CA.

The unemployment rate in Sonoma
County was 6.1 percent in October
2013, down from 6.6 percent in
August 2013, unchanged from a
revised 6.1 percent in September
2013, and below the year-ago estimate
of 7.8 percent.

John de Marchi was a longtime Petaluma resident and artist
who passed away in 2011. John
worked in the Art Department at
Sonoma State University for over 25
years as a technician and teacher.
His work expresses his love of tools,
precision, and industrial materials
such as metal, acrylic, and magnets.
De Marchi exhibited his works both
locally and nationally, including
solo exhibitions at the Museo Italo
Americano, the Iannetti Lanzone
Gallery in San Francisco, and the
Oakland Museum of California.

Total employment in Sonoma
County increased by 2,200 from
October 2012 to October 2013. The
largest increases from a year ago were
in Nonfarm Industries (2,200), with
Leisure & Hospitality (800), Trade,
Transportation and Utilities (800),
Educational and Health Services
(500), and Government (400),
Professional and Business Services
(200) and Financial Activities (100).

According to the California EDD,
the Sonoma County unadjusted
unemployment rate was below both
California’s rate of 8.3 percent as well
as the national rate of 7.0 percent
during the same period.
Of the 58 counties in California,
Sonoma County had the 6th lowest
unemployment rate.

Total employment in Sonoma
County increased by 1400 from September 2013 to October 2013. There
were gains in several industries,
the largest of which were in Total
Non-Farm (1500) with Government
(2600), Educational and Health
Services (400), and Trade, Transportation and Utilities (300). There
were losses in Manufacturing (1,000),
Professional and Business Services
(500), Construction (200), Leisure
& Hospitality (100) and Total Farm
(100).
Within Sonoma County, the
highest unemployment rates were
in Monte Rio CDP at 13.4 percent,
Guerneville CDP at 12.0 percent, and
Cloverdale city at 9.4 percent. The
lowest unemployment rates came
from Sebastopol City 3.9 percent and
Glenn Ellen at 3.9 percent. Santa
Rosa’s unemployment rate was 6.1
percent, same as the county average.
Petaluma’s unemployment rate was
5.5% in October 2013, below both the
county and Santa Rosa’s rate of 6.1%.

The Ribbon Cutting for Old Adobe Developmental Services and United
Cerebral Palsy of the North Bay in November.

Nine years ago, Wayne and Amy Dufond began Field to Family Natural
Foods, offering natural and organic poultry, with an emphasis on treating
animals humanely, the environment carefully and customers and employees
respectfully. In December, the Dufonds were honored as recipients of this
year’s Sonoma County Spirit Awards, given to those who contribute to the
economic development and enhancement of their communities. Rick Mossi of
Exchange Bank (above left) accepted the reward for the Dufonds from Sonoma
County Supervisor David Rabbitt.

Ribbon
Cutting for
the new
San Antonio
Clinic at the
San Antonio
School.

Celebrate the New Year
with a delightful hot cup
of coffee or tea and a good
conversation!
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

Get Fast Relief for your Back and Neck Pain

• WALK-INS WELCOME •

707-773-CARE (2273)
Dr. George W. Wagner Jr., D.C.
620 E. Washington # 206, Petaluma

Marketing materials behind the times?

Contact Ann today
to get your message
across loud and clear.

707. 773.1168
In Petaluma since 1996

ann@avmgraphics.com
www.avmgraphics.com
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Members – Get more information on Member businesses at www.petalumachamber.com
New Members This Month
Chicken & Pie, Inc.
Estelle Rand & Annie Simmons
131 Kentucky Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
CORE Utilities, Inc.
Jennifer Smedshammer
1201 North McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954
Cruse Investments
John Cruse
1423 Dupree Way
Petaluma, CA 94954
Gudrun Zomerland, MFT
Gudrun Zomerland
7 Fourth Street, #45
Petaluma, CA 94952
Kaia FIT Central North Bay
Alma Rodoni
434 Payran Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
MAD Architecture
Mary Dooley
145 Keller Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Molland Law
Michael Molland
30 Fifth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Morgan Manufacturing
Carl Palmgren
521 Second Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
New Movers Marketing
Paul Regan
909 Marina Parkway #337
Petaluma, CA 94501
Petaluma Modern Dentistry
Courtney Isett
401 Keniworth Drive, Suite 960
Petaluma, CA 94952
Sherwin Williams
Alex Swagel
905 East Washington street, Suite 105
Petaluma, CA 94952
Victoria Webb Photography
Victoria Webb
211 Liberty Street
Petaluma, CA 94952

Renewing Members This
Month
Addison Ranch Apartments
Adobe House
Airport Express
American Express OPEN/SPI
ATL Events
Big O Tires #70
Bluebird Window Cleaning
Bradley Real Estate
Brooks Automation
Burr Pilger Mayer, Inc.
Cornerstone Properties
CrossCheck, Inc.
CSW/Stuber Stroeh Engineering
Group, Inc.,President’s Circle Bronze
Dal Poggetto & Company LLP
Deep Blue Consultancy
Early & Associates Insurance Services
Farrwest Construction
Fishman Supply Company
FitzGerald & Associates
Gatti Nursery, Inc.
GC Micro Corporation
Gulick’s Auto Body Shop, Inc.
Hansel Auto Group,
President’s Circle Silver
Heffernan Insurance Brokers
Jacobson & Breen Wealth Strategies
Jessie’s Massage and Pampered Feet
K & L Construction Co., Inc.
Keegan & Coppin Company, Inc.
Labcon, North America
Massage Envy
Mercedes A. Heitman, DDS
Oak View of Sonoma Hills
Oilstop
Pacific Union - Christies International
Real Estate
Permalla Dental Care
Petaluma Firefighters Local #1415
Petaluma Jewelers
Pozzi & Associates - CPA Firm
Pub Republic
Purkey & Associates
Redwood Empire Gymnastics
Renisis Development
Republic Services,
President’s Circle Silver
Rooster Run Events Center,
President’s Circle Silver
Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5th
Santa Rosa Junior College,
Petaluma Campus

Platinum Members

Shotwell’s Auto Body
Skippy’s Egg Shop and Chef’s Supply
Sloat Design Group
Sobel Communications
Sonoma County Transit
Sonoma Valley Portworks
Studio 202
Sunny Hills Service
The Pawn Advantage Store
The Regan Team Home Loan Group
The STG Group
Water Street Bistro
Westgate Realty
Westside Optometry
Windsor Care Center Petaluma

Long-Time Members
Fishman Supply Company, 43
Years
Leland Fishman
Pozzi & Associates - CPA Firm,
39 Years
JoAnn Ritko Pozzi
Renisis Development, 36 Years
Jeff Harriman
Keegan & Coppin Company, Inc.,
35 Years
Chris Castellucci
Hansel Auto Group, President’s
Circle Silver, 34 Years
Henry Hansel
Westgate Realty, 35 Years
Steve Gavriloff
FitzGerald & Associates, 27 Years
John FitzGerald
Shotwell’s Auto Body, 26 Years
Ken Gulick
Oilstop, 25 Years
Larry Dahl
Petaluma Firefighters Local #1415,
24 Years
Ken Dick
Santa Rosa Junior College,
Petaluma Campus, 24 Years
L.Jane Saldana-Talley
ATL Events, 23 Years
Sylvia Parkinson
Big O Tires #70, 23 Years
Randy Scott
Westside Optometry, 22 Years
Karen Griffith O.D.

Sobel Communications, 18 Years
Brian Sobel
Adobe House, 17 Years
Susan Forbes
Burr Pilger Mayer, Inc., 17 Years
Toni Moheng
Rooster Run Events Center,
President’s Circle Silver, 16 Years
Lane Morales
CSW/Stuber Stroeh Engineering
Group, Inc., President’s Circle
Bronze, 16 Years
Wayne Leach
Jacobson & Breen Wealth
Strategies, 15 Years
Moe Jacobson
Redwood Empire Gymnastics,
14 Years
Eric & Errin Van der Meer
Gulick’s Auto Body Shop, Inc.,
13 Years
Ken Gulick
Mercedes A. Heitman, DDS, 11 Years
Mercedes Heitman
Sheraton Sonoma CountyPetaluma Hotel, 11 Years
David Scott
Studio 202, 11 Years
Brrent Russell
K&L Construction Co., Inc., 11 Years
Walt Kehr
Water Street Bistro, 11 Years
Stephanie Rastetter
Sonoma Valley Portworks, 10 Years
Bill Reading
Heffernan Insurance Brokers,
10 Years
Elizabeth Bishop
Brooks Automation, 10 Years
Tom Gorman
GC Micro Corporation, 10 Years
Belinda Guadarrama
Silver Members

Gold Members

Bronze Members

AVM Graphics • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker • Todd Mendoza, Coldwell Banker
CSW/Stuber Stroeh Engineering Group, Inc. • Deer Creek Village • Don Ramatici Insurance
Shelly Moller, Edward Jones • Moonware Design • Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance • Wagner Chiropractic
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Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting

and Grand Opening For

K2GC

Please Join Us From 5:30–7:30 P.M. on January 9, 2014
1350 Industrial Way, # E, Petaluma CA 94952
(Off of the Redwood Highway)
Refreshments • Raffles • Hors D’oeuvres
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Calendar – January
1-3 	New Year’s Holiday —
PACC Office Closed

6	
Chamber Office opens from
Holidays

7	
Ambassadors
Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
701 Sonoma Mountain Pkwy
7:30 A.M.

9	
Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
4:00 – 5:30 P.M.

9	
Business After Hours —
K2GC
1350 Industrial Ave.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

20 	Martin Luther King Jr. Day
—PACC Office Closed

21	
Leadership Alumni
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

23	
Economic Development
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

23	
Business After Hours —
Petaluma Jewelers
913 Lakeville St.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

30	
Business After Hours/

14	
Women in Business
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
8:45 – 10:00 A.M.

15	
Petaluma Young
Professionals Network
Call 762-2785 for location.
6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

17	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

Ribbon Cutting —
Hotel Petaluma, with
Petaluma People Service
Center
106 Washington St.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.
PLEASE NOTE: There is no First

Friday News @ Noon Lunch in
January.

Looking Forward to February
7

First Friday News @ Noon

17

President’s Day - PACC Office closed

19

Women in Business Lunch

20

Business After Hours - Umpqua Bank

To check our on line calendar click on Events on the bottom menu bar,
www.petalumachamber.com. You can RSVP and pay there, too.

The Sonoma Small Business Development Center offers no-cost,
confidential usiness advising and low-cost workshops to existing and
start-up small business owners. Short-term seminars cover topics such as:
• Business Start-up
• Business Planning
• Marketing and Promotion
• Financial management and funding options
• Effective web design and more
To register for services go to www.sonomasbdc.org For information on
upcoming workshops, call (707) 595-0060.

Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com

