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Chamber Sponsors First
Craft Beer Festival Here
The first ever Petaluma River
Craft Beer Festival is scheduled for
September 14 downtown, featuring
premium beers from Sonoma and
Marin Counties, and particularly
Petaluma.
Over the years, Petaluma has always
had an identity that sets it apart from
other cities. We were the egg capitol
of the world. Then we were known as
the wrist wrestling hub of the nation,
and then the first city in the U.S. to
have a growth control ordinance.

include Lagunitas, 101 North Brewing,
Hen House Brewing, Petaluma Hills
Brewing, Three Uncles Brewing
Co., and Dempsey’s Restaurant &
Brewery.
Also participating will be Beltane
Brewing, Novato; Lucky Hand,

Novato; and Sonoma Springs Brewing
Co., Sonoma. St. Florians Brewery,
Windsor; Carneros, Marin, Moylan’s,
and Woodfour.
It has been speculated that with six
breweries, Petaluma may have more
breweries per square mile of any city

in the U.S.
The success of the craft beer industry
in Sonoma County is currently the
focus of a major study by the Sonoma
County EDB. This report is reviewed
in an article elsewhere in this issue of
Petaluma Business.

All those are in the past. Now, it
seems, Petaluma is poised to assume
a new identity as the center of an
emerging craft beer industry that is
already attracting national attention.
A big reason for this is the
phenomenal success of Lagunitas
Brewing Co., which is already ranked
number six in the list of America’s
craft brewers, and should jump to near
the top when a planned production
facility is opened in Chicago.
Organized by the Petaluma
Chamber and the Petaluma Valley
Rotary Club, the event will benefit
local non profits, projects and
activities.
Ken Weaver, Petaluma beer writer
and author of the Northern California
Craft Beer Guide, is advisor for the
event.
At press time, nine breweries had
confirmed participation, and about
eight more are anticipated to be
in place on the day of the event.
Petaluma breweries participating

The Chamber Board posed for a photo during a break at the Board’s annual retreat, held at Coldwell Banker. Front
row LtoR: Tom Griffith, Katie Kerns Davis, Ron Malnati, and Elece Hempel. Back row: Tony Sarno, Kyle Restad, Todd
Mendoza, Judy James, Noah Jacobson, and Thom Knudson. Not pictured: Richard Marzo, Dan Ancheta, Shelly Moller,
Wayne Leach, and Todd Tamura.
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Jim Alexander
Certified Financial Planner
What a pleasure and a privilege
it is to live in this wonderful city…
Petaluma. I don’t take it for granted.
But to keep it wonderful, we have to
work at it. We have to be active; we
have to participate in the things that
make our community the envy of
Sonoma County.
I am the co-chair of the Petaluma
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador
Committee. As a Certified Financial
Planner CFP®, I have provided
investment and financial planning
services here in Petaluma since 1998.
My clients include individuals, small
businesses and larger institutions. In
addition to being certified, I have a
BS from the University of Southern
California and an MBA in finance
which is especially beneficial when I
have to perform retirement or special
situation financial analysis for my
clients.
I have been a Chamber member
and an ambassador since I opened
my own financial planning firm in
1999 and that is one way I try to
contribute. What makes me different
as an investment professional? I am a
small business. As an Independent, I
am allowed the latitude of providing

to my clients the best products and
services that are available, without
the pressure of a large financial
company influencing my decisions. I
also provide comprehensive services,
I feel investment decisions cannot be
made in a vacuum, but are affected
by your goals, your debt your special
situations and concerns that are
particular to you. In this drastically
changing economic environment,
people need a resource for answers
and that I am that “go to” person.
Since 1999 the business environment has changed and Petaluma has
changed, but I have always been able
to count on the Petaluma Chamber
of Commerce to help me promote
my business. I have also had the
pleasure of meeting and working with
the Ambassador volunteers who give
freely of their time. The next time
you attend a Chamber event notice
the ambassadors who are trying to
make your visit more comfortable.
Current PACC ambassadors are:
• D
 aniel Canales, Insphere
Insurance
• Laurie Cameron, Wake Up
Enterprises
• Gail Cardaropoli, Rotary Club of

Health Care Puzzle
At August Wake Up
The Southern Sonoma County
Health Care Puzzle is the focus for
this month’s Wake Up Petaluma
breakfast, scheduled for August 27 at
Rooster Run Event Center.
A panel of health care providers
from Petaluma will put the pieces of
the puzzle together and explain how
health care in Petaluma is provided.
They will talk of the changes to expect
in the future in how you will receive
your health care.
Representatives from Petaluma
Valley Hospital/St. Josephs Health
Care System, Kaiser Permanente,
Petaluma Health Center and Petaluma

Health Care District will participate
in this roundtable discussion.

President
Tony Sarno*, 415-785-2789
Cushman & Wakefield of California
tony.sarno@cushwake.com

Jim
Alexander

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Petaluma
Mary Celestre, Summit State Bank
David Donaldson, Chiroprator
Jean Gee, Quality Inn
Susy McGovern, Elliot James
Salon
Sandy Pariani, First Community
Bank
Kathleen Stafford, Pongos Kitchen
& Tap
Gisele Rue, Small Biz Help 4 you
Esther Schau, Consultant

Chamber
Committees
Call 762-2785 for
more information.
Agri-Business
Ruth McClure, 793-9023
American AgCredit, FLCA
Ambassadors
Daniel Canales, 781-9483
Insphere Insurance Solutions
Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Financial Consultant
Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company
Economic Development

Dan Ancheta, 781-2207
Bank of Marin
Government Affairs
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering
Group

Also, learn all about Sonoma County
Wildlife Rescue, a local non-profit
providing rescue and rehabilitation
services to injured, sick & orphaned
wildlife located right in our own back
yard.

Leadership Petaluma Program
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785

Also on the program is recognition
of new members and a raffle drawing.

Wake-Up Petaluma
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785

Cost for the breakfast is $20 for
Chamber members, $25 for nonmembers. Reservations needed –
call 762-2785 or register online at
petalumachamber.com.

Petaluma Young Professionals
Network

Kyle Restad, 772-5199
Restad Financial Planning

Women in Business
Rebecca G. Kagin, 765-1111
Law Offices of Rebecca G. Kagin
Bonnie Koagedal, 476-3606
Turning Point Real Estate

Petaluma Business ads are sales boosters! An economic way to reach more than 700 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785 for specifics & discount rates.

First Vice President
W. Thomas Griffith, CIC, 766-2282
Ramatici Insurance, Inc.
tom@ramaticiins.com
Second Vice President
Dan Ancheta*, 781-2207
Bank of Marin
danancheta@bankofmarin.com
Treasurer
Ron Malnati*, 769-2294
Exchange Bank
malnatir@exchangebank.com
Immediate Past President
Katie Kerns Davis*, 557-7045
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com
DIRECTORS
Elece Hempel*, 765-8488
Petaluma People Services Center
elece@petalumapeople.org
Judy James*, 280-5427
Republic Services
judy.james@republicservices.com
Noah Jacobson, 763-0354
Jocobson & Breen Wealth Strategies
noah@jacobsonbreen.com
W. Thom Knudson*, 763-1911
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson
wtknudson@bnklaw.net
Wayne Leach*, 795-4764
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
waynel@cswst2.com
Richard Marzo*, 763-1515
Lace House Linens
richard@lacehouselinens.com
Todd Mendoza*, 769-4303
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
tmendoza@cbnorcal.com
Shelly Moller, 763-3006
Edward Jones
shelly.moller@edwardjones.com
Kyle Restad, 772-5199
Restad Financial Planning
kyle@restadfinancialplanning.com
Todd Tamura*, 773-3737
Tamura Environmental, Inc.
todd@tamuraenv.com
CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721
Email: pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com
Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper
Daniella Ellicott*, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates
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Commentary

Petaluma
Enters New
State Senate
District

Tracy Krumpen, senior field
representative for State Senator
Lois Wolk, met with members of
the Chamber’s Government Affairs
Committee in July.
For members of the Committee, it
was a chance to converse with staff for
Petaluma’s newest State Legislator.
Although Wolk was elected to the
Senate about five years ago, she came
to represent Petaluma by way of the
redrawing of legislative boundaries
following the 2010 census.
For Petaluma, this is the first time
in recent memory that this city has
not shared a State Senator with Marin
County, and the first time that the
State Assembly member and State
Senator represent widely divergent
districts, with just a small amount of
Southern Sonoma County overlap.
Wolk’s district extends from West
Sacramento to Petaluma, embraces
Solano, Yolo, Napa, and Contra Costa
Counties as well. Her field offices are
in Napa, Vallejo, Walnut Creek, and
Vacaville.
The local State Assembly district,
on the other hand, covers southern
Sonoma County and Marin.
Petaluma, for the past couple of
decades, was in a State Senate district
that included a large section of San
Francisco. Before that, it extended
from the Golden Gate Bridge to the
Oregon border.
In years past, creation of a State
Senate district was a simple matter,
merely combining two Assembly
districts into one, since there are twice
as many Assembly districts as there
are Senate districts in California.
However, charges of gerrymandering, the creation of legislative
districts that tended to protect the
incumbency of both of the major
political parties, led to an initiative to
have the boundaries redrawn every
ten years by an independent panel.
The voters of California voted in
Continued on page 8

President’s Message

Goals for the
Coming Year
Traditionally, the new Chamber
President delivers his or her goals
for the upcoming year as it relates
to the Chamber, which I will do,
but first I think it’s worthwhile to
remind ourselves WHAT a Chamber
of Commerce is.
Chambers have existed in the U.
S. for more than two centuries. A
Chamber of Commerce is a businessled civic and economic advancement
entity. Chamber missions vary, but
they all tend to focus to some degree
on four primary goals (1) building
communities to which residents,
visitors and industry are attracted;
(2) promoting those communities; (3)
striving to ensure future prosperity
via a pro-business climate and (4)
representing the unified voice of the
business community.
Chambers have other features
in common. Most are self-funded
and organized around boards/
committees of volunteers and
independents. They share a common
ambition for sustained prosperity of
their community/region.
What you continue to see in the
previous paragraphs was the word

“Community”. I initially came onto
the Board and continue to serve
because of my vested interest in the
Petaluma community. Coming from
a commercial real estate perspective
I have a deep appreciation for how
the strength and robustness of the
business community can resonate in
and around the city.
Petaluma
experienced
some
difficulties over the past 5-7 years,
but with what we are seeing with
some of the new projects starting and
finishing in town, new companies
relocating to Petaluma and the return
of a healthy housing market, I’d like
to think we are on the cusp of some
pretty exciting times.
Since I have only one year as
President I’m going to keep my goals
short and sweet:
The first goal, as it should be
with every Chamber, is to increase
membership. A Chamber is only as
strong as its membership and this
Board and staff have taken a collective
effort to make this a priority.
The next goal is to maintain dialogue
and interaction with the City’s
economic development director,

By Tony Sarno,
President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Ingrid Alverde. We are lucky to have
Ingrid as she has been fantastic when
it comes to being proactive with
programs to attract new businesses
to town, retain existing companies
and promote Petaluma as a whole. I
will make certain that The Chamber
Board will be working in concert with
Ingrid. It also needs to be said that
we will continue to have an open
and positive relationship with all City
Officials and Staff.
Lastly, we as a Board will increase
our outreach to the membership
community. We live in a world where
communication is getting “easier” but
we need to be smart about how we
use this communication so that we
are providing our members with the
information they want to see, when
they want to see it.
In closing I’d like to steal a
phrase heard primarily in the boxing
world and that is Petaluma is “Pound
for Pound” the best City in the
North Bay.
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Craft Beers Becoming
Big Factor in County
A new study by the Sonoma County
Economic Development Board (EDB)
finds that the county’s craft beverage
industry contributed an estimated
$123 million to the local economy in
2012.

executive director of the Sonoma
County EDB. “That is what Sonoma
County is about, the artisanal culture,
and it is no surprise that craft
beverages are a growing part of our
economy.”

The report also found that Sonoma
County’s craft brewery industry
directly supports 500 jobs and
indirectly supports another 180 jobs.

Established Sonoma County
breweries, distilleries, and cideries
have seen outstanding growth as the
consumer’s preferences shift towards
craft beverages.

Sales of Sonoma County craft
beer are growing about two-and-ahalf times faster than the national
average. Craft beer sales by volume
increased 15 percent nationwide in
2012, while in Sonoma County, sales
by volume rose 41 percent. As of
February 2013, there were 18 craft
breweries in Sonoma County, eight
of which opened in the last two years.

Lagunitas Brewing Company,
Sonoma County’s largest craft
brewery and the sixth largest
nationwide, contributes 73 percent
of the craft beer production in the
county, and employs 52 percent of
the county’s craft beer industry. In
2012, sales growth increased by 40
percent.

grown to become the largest family
owned cider in the United States,
with sales increasing by 52 percent
from the previous year.
The study is part of a broader effort
by the EDB to gain economic insight
and identify opportunities for growth
for Sonoma County’s craft beer, cider
and sprit industries.
“It comes down to entrepreneurism.
These businesses have identified their
own niche in the market. Combine
that with passion, and you have a
recipe for job creation,” Stone said.
“It’s the EDB’s goal with this study
to identify impediments to growth
and promote a healthy business
environment.”

“Consumers are recognizing the
value of quality ingredients and care
in the product,” said Ben Stone,

California Cider Company, producer
of award-winning Ace Cider, was
founded in 1994 in Sonoma County.
In the last almost two decades, it has

The EDB also performed a tourism
economic analysis during the twoweek release of Russian River
Brewery’s Pliny the Younger in
February, 2013. The total economic
impact due to tourist spending during

County Beer
By the Numbers...

Beer Economics
By the Numbers...

Lagunitas
By the Numbers...

15% - Increase in craft beer sales by
volume in 2012 - Nationwide

499 - jobs directly created by craft
brewing

41% - 
Increase in craft beer sales
by volume in 2012 -Sonoma
County

179 - jobs indirectly created by
craft brewing

0.9% - 
Increase in overall beer
sales by volume in 2012 Nationwide

$123,000,000 - estimated total
economic impact
of craft brewing
in Sonoma County

18 - Number of Sonoma County craft
breweries in 2013

2,080 - barrels per employee
Anheuser-Busch

8 - Craft breweries in Sonoma County
founded since 2011

626 - 
barrels per employee avg.
for Sonoma County‘s four
largest breweries

52% - P
 ercent of Sonoma County’s
craft beer industry employed
by Lagunitas Brewing Co.

this two-week event was estimated to
be $2.35 million. The EDB found that
about 65 percent of the estimated
12,500 attendees were tourists who
came to Sonoma County specifically
for this beer.
The growth of Sonoma County’s
craft beverage industry will be
the focus of a first ever industry
conference to be held in the fall of
2013. Tentatively titled ‘The Liquid
Assets Conference’, the event will
address opportunities for growth and
key industry concerns.
The EDB has already formed an
industry/business workgroup to
address impediments to growth
for this sector, such as water and
permitting issues, as well as helping
the sector grow.
In addition, the EDB is working
closely with Sonoma County Tourism
to promote Sonoma County as a craft
beverage destination.

Impediments to
Growth
The

most

common

issue

40% - Lagunitas Brewing Co. yearover-year sales growth from
2011-12.

identified by craft breweries as

254,000 - Lagunitas Brewing Co.
barrels 2012 production

Breweries are anxious to meet

2,200,000 barrels - Brewing
capacity after completion of the Petaluma &
Chicago expansions

product, and the extended time

an impediment to growth was
the local permitting process.
growing

demand

for

their

it takes to apply for a permit and
have it reviewed may result in lost
opportunities. For new breweries,
permitting fees themselves can be
a significant barrier. The second
biggest concern for smaller craft
breweries, those with revenue
less than $2 million, was lack
of working capital, which has
prevented them from hiring
additional workers and expanding
production to meet demand. For
well-established breweries, state
and federal regulations were
found to be their second biggest
impediment to growth.

7

August 2013

Petaluma BUSINESS – A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Cinnabar Announces
Season Schedule
Cinnabar Theater has announced
the shows selected for its 41st season.
Each year, the nonprofit presents
a mix of plays, musicals, operas,
concerts, and culinary delights for
local audiences - and this year will be
no different. Ticket packages for two,
three, or five shows just went on sale
at a significant discount, with extra
savings for youth and seniors.

show, which earned 11 Tony Awards
including Best Musical, celebrates
marriage and family in all their forms.
Then Cinnabar kicks off 2014 with
“Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well and
Living in Paris” (December 31, 2013
- January 19, 2014). Brel’s legendary
songs bewitch audiences in this witty
and wistful cabaret, which became a
long-running off-Broadway hit.

The new season begins in September
with “The Pavilion” (September 6 22, 2013). Hailed by critics as “an ‘Our
Town’ for our time,” “The Pavilion” is
a tender look at two former lovers
who encounter each other at a highschool reunion. This uplifting play
comes from Emmy nominee Craig
Wright, who also penned episodes
for TV shows like “Six Feet Under”
and “Lost.”

In spring, a classic friendship
comes to life in “Of Mice and Men,”
the masterpiece from Nobel Prize
winner John Steinbeck (March
21 - April 6, 2014). Following her
poignant production of “The Price,”
Sheri Lee Miller returns to Cinnabar
to direct this touching portrait of
Lenny and George, two underdogs in
pursuit of the American dream.

Next, love conquers all in
Cinnabar’s sumptuous production
of “La Cage aux Folles” (October 8
- November 3, 2013). This jubilant

Finally, Mozart’s music soars at
Cinnabar with a rich and playful
production of “The Marriage of
Figaro” ((May 30 - June 15, 2014).
After Cinnabar’s sold-out run of

“Carmen,” Artistic Director Elly
Lichenstein and Music Director
Mary Chun reunite for this glorious

marriage of music and theater. It’s
comic opera at its best, with saucy
jokes and gorgeous songs of love.

Jan Scott of Stella and Dot Independent Stylist took advantage of a key
membership benefit, using the Chamber’s conference room for a jewelry demo
and trunk show for customers. The Chamber has two conference rooms, and
both are available to members at no charge. The Stella and Dot show is just
one creative example of possible use of the rooms. Just call the Chamber office
to reserve space.

Large or Small...to us you
are just right!
Golden Eagle Branch
2 E. Washington Street
707.762.5556

Parkway Plaza Branch
701 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
707.766.1541

Local Bank. Local Lenders
www.exchangebank.com

We have a wide
variety of loan
products available
for a business
your size
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WAKE UP PETALUMA
A program of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, August 27, 2013 • 7:30–9:00 a.m.
Rooster Run Event Center, 2301 East Washington Street

SOUTHERN SONOMA COUNTY
HEALTH CARE PUZZLE
A panel of health care providers from Petaluma will put the pieces of the puzzle together
and explain how health care in Petaluma is provided. They will talk of the changes to expect
in the future in how you will receive your health care. Representatives from Petaluma Valley Hospital/
St. Josephs Health Care System, Kaiser Permanente, Petaluma Health Center and
Petaluma Health Care District will participate in this roundtable discussion.

AND WORDS ABOUT OUR WILDLIFE
Learn all about our Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue, a local non-profit providing rescue and
rehabilitation services to injured, sick & orphaned wildlife located right in our own back yard.

AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR NON-PROFITS
Local Non-Profits & Community groups have an opportunity to speak at our open mike.
RSVP/Register online at www.petalumachamber.com or call 707-762-2785
$20-Members/$25 Non-members
PLUS: 50-50 Raffle ~ PACC Announcements ~ Introduction of New Members

Last Month’s
Wakeup Petaluma
at Sally Tomatoes

Commentary
Continued from page 4

favor of the independent boundary
setting, and the new process has been
implemented.
Once in place, however, the new way
of creating boundaries has generated
as many protests as the old way, and
once again petition handlers are in
front of our supermarkets seeking
signatures for yet another vote.
Until then, Petaluma must content
itself with being on the fringe of
a newly drawn Senate district.
Meanwhile, the Chamber welcomes
Senator Wolk and applauds the
efforts of the Senator and her staff
to make the effort to learn about
Petaluma.

Festival
Sponsors
Sought
Keg Sponsors are being sought to
help underwrite the first ever Craft
Beer Festival in Petaluma.
Full Keg Sponsors ($1,000) will be
featured on the events website, day
of event signs, and will receive four
admissions.
Pony Keg Sponsors ($500) receive
website and day of event recognition,
plus two admissions.
The event committee is also seeking
in-kind donations for a refrigerated
ice truck, ice, tables, chairs, and
canopies for 18 booths, and a band
stage.
Call the Chamber at 762-2785 for
information or to sponsor.

Save the Date!
2013 Petaluma
Business Expo
Thursday, October 3, 2013
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Petaluma Community Center
320 North McDowell Blvd.
Check online or look for your electronic copy every month.
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Business Briefs
Bank of Marin Bancorp, parent
company of Bank of Marin, and
NorCal
Community
Bancorp,
“NorCal”, parent company of Bank of
Alameda, announced that BMRC has
entered into a definitive agreement to
acquire NorCal and Bank of Alameda,
its subsidiary. Bank of Alameda has
four branch offices serving Alameda,
Emeryville, and Oakland, and had
assets of $264.7 million, total deposits
of $228.7 million, and total loans of
$170.6 million as of March 31, 2013.

Mark Ferguson, Bank of Marin, as
Secretary

Blood Centers of the Pacific
(BCP) the nonprofit blood center
serving all North Bay hospitals, is
once again offering its blood donors
a free ticket to the Sonoma County
Fair.

Redwood Credit Union (RCU)
has named Ron Felder as Senior Vice
President of Retail Lending. In this
role, Mr. Felder is responsible for the
development and strategic direction
of the Credit Union’s consumer
lending programs, including all
personal and auto loans, home loans
and credit cards. Felder has 24 years
of experience in financial services
management, most recently as Chief
Credit Officer at Patelco Credit
Union, with a strong focus in lending
and loan services.

Those who give from July 13th
through August 10th at a BCP drive
located at Santa Rosa Center, Napa
Center or any BCP Sonoma County
area blood drive, receive a ticket to
Sonoma County’s favorite summer
event. The Sonoma County Fair runs
from July 25th to August 11th and
tickets are good for any day.
Petaluma People Services
Center (PPSC) has named David
Short, Assistant Vice President
for Bank of Marin, as the Board
President for the Agency. PPSC, long
lauded for it’s multiple community
service programs, also named Linda
Morgan, Kaiser Permanente; as Vice
President, Jackie Taylor-Meadows,
Sonoma Bank, as Treasure; and

Dan Hughes, P.E., Director of
Engineering has joined Firma
Design Group He has over 12
years’ experience, the last several
serving as a plan check engineer and
senior engineer with the Cities of Mill
Valley and Gilroy and prior to that
as an owner with DVC Group and
a Construction Manager with Delco
Homes.

Brian Breen CFP®, a Partner
at Jacobson & Breen Wealth
Strategies, was recently named a
“Rising Star” in recognition of his
personal accomplishments in 2012.
Reserved for those who have been
with the firm for at least two full
fiscal-year periods, this award
recognizes advisors who have
achieved exceptional growth in
personal production.

Representatives of Sprouts, City Hall and the Chamber joined forces to
celebrate the grand opening of Sprouts with a ceremonial ribbon cutting.
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PACC
Member
Lunch 2013
The annual Chamber lunch,
held this year at the Social Club
in downtown Petaluma, was
enjoyed by a number of Chamber
members who came to see new
President Tony Sarno and the
new Chamber Board sworn in by
Petaluma City Council member
Mike Harris. Pictured on this
page are some of the attendees.
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Social Media CPR at
Petaluma WIB Breakfast
Get smart about how to handle
Social Media and your business by
attending the upcoming breakfast
put on by the Chamber’s Women in
Business Committee. Karen Clark
will discuss her “Social Media CPR”
solution that is Heart-Center and
focuses on increasing Social Media’s
effectiveness while reducing the time
you spend handling it.
Karen Clark’s Social Media CPR
approach emphasizes connecting
with people, not collecting people,
through social media. With the three
step Social Media CPR system you
will get results you can feel good
about. Learn exactly where and
how to effectively spend your time
online to reach your customers and
prospects ONLINE while remaining
true to your OFFLINE business goals.
The Breakfast is held at the historic
Petaluma Women’s Club located at
518 B Street from 7:15 to 9:00 am
on September 11, 2013. While the
Women in Business Committee hosts

the event, it is NOT only for women.
It is for anyone interested in the topic
and interested in meeting other local
businesses, many of which are owned
and managed by women.
The cost is $25 for Chamber
members and $30 for non-members
for pre-registration. There is an
additional $5 charge if you register at
the door. In addition to the speaker
presentation, admission includes a
full hot breakfast and networking
opportunities. Register online via
www.petalumachamber.com or by
calling (707) 762-2785.
September’s breakfast is sponsored by the Press Democrat’s
PDmediaLAB. The mediaLAB will
discuss “The Top 5 Dos and Don’ts in
Social Media for Businesses” to help
you evaluate if your current social
media strategy is helping or hurting
your business.

City to Launch Effort
For Business Attraction
The City’s Economic Development
Director met with the Board of
Directors in July to outline a
marketing plan designed to “sell”
Petaluma to businesses considering
relocating.
The City hired the Petaluma Design
Guild to develop a website, a series
of videos, and printed materials to
showcase Petaluma and generate
business interest.
The site will highlight Petaluma
through photos and stories about
living and doing business in Petaluma.
It will highlight Petaluma Businesses,
their founders and their products as a
way to tell the story about Petaluma’s
successful business climate.

A 12-page advertising supplement
in the San Francisco Business
Times is also underway that will
be aimed at building awareness of
Petaluma throughout the Bay Area.
The advertising supplement also
highlights Petaluma’s collaborative
business community because the
costs will be shared by local business
contributions and the City.
The County Economic Development
Board has been developing a battery
of statistics showing Sonoma
County’s competitive advantage over
the metropolitan San Francisco area
which will be used in the Petaluma
marketing program.

Restaurant Week Is A
Successful Promotion
The Sonoma County Economic
Development Board (EDB), in
partnership with Sonoma County
Tourism, has released the 2013
Sonoma County Restaurant Week
Report. This report summarizes the
results from the annual Sonoma
County Restaurant Week.
The seven-day celebration of the
county’s farm fresh food and premier
wine featured Sonoma County’s top
restaurants offering special threecourse meals at $19, $29 or $39.
In its fourth year, the event made a
significant impact on the restaurant
industry by encouraging locals and
tourists to dine out during a typically
slow time of the year: The total
impact of the event grew by 42%
to $2.2 million. Almost $145,000 in
sales tax was generated and more
than $195,000 was purchased in
local products for use in Restaurant
Week menus.
More than 15,000 meals were
served directly from the prix-

fixe menu, and more than 60,000
meals were served over the week at
participating restaurants.
The event was popular with diners
and restaurants alike. Almost all
diners rated their restaurant week
experience as good or excellent. More
than 98% of participating restaurants
indicated that they were satisfied with
their involvement and 99% indicated
that they will participate again.
The report singled out, for special
mention, the Petaluma Visitors
Center, which was instrumental in
securing substantial participation by
Petaluma restaurants.The number of
participating restaurants in Petaluma
doubled over 2012.
Diners came from all over the
County to enjoy Sonoma County
Restaurant Week. Almost 18% of
total diners were from outside of
Sonoma County.
Because of its success, the event
will return for its fifth year in March
of 2014.

Marketing Opportunities in
Business Directory
The 2014 Petaluma Chamber
Business Directory & Community
Resource Guide is taking space
reservations.
This publication is a marketing
and advertising tool that delivers
customers to your business. This
year’s section, which is a complete
directory of Petaluma Chamber
of Commerce members, will be
delivered in the Petaluma ArgusCourier on October 3rd, and will be
distributed at the Petaluma Business
Expo on October 3rd.
Ten thousand copies will be
distributed to readers of the
Petaluma Argus-Courier, members
of the Petaluma Area Chamber
of Commerce, and to visitors,
newcomers, and local employees via

real estate offices, the Visitor Center,
Chamber of Commerce, the Petaluma
Library, and large employers. Make
your business stand out by placing a
display ad in the section.
Each Chamber member is listed
in the Membership Directory at no
charge. All display advertisers will
receive a free directory highlighted
listing ($100 value) that refers readers to their advertisement page
number. Also included for all display
advertisers is a free upgraded listing
on the Chamber’s website ($125
value).
The deadline to reserve your space
is August 13th. Call Shari BennettJackson at (707) 526-8665, or Chenda
Hou at (707) 526-8531 to make your
reservation.
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NorthBay biz
Offers Workshop
On Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, NorthBay
biz Magazine and Bruce Burtch will
present “Glowing Your Business:
Building Partnerships that Serve
the Greater Good” at the Sheraton
Petaluma, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Participants will learn how to
maximize their organization’s marketing and community relations
impact by creating strategic, crosssector partnerships between nonprofit and for-profit entities that are
focused on the greater good.

cross-sector partnerships ever to be
held in the North Bay. There are many
changes happening in the for-profit
and nonprofit equation, what Burtch
refers to as the “new normal.” Forprofits are more carefully analyzing
the funding they’re providing through
philanthropy or community relations
efforts to ensure their hard-earned
money is being used to the best extent
possible by the nonprofit recipients,
and that they’re receiving benefits in
return.

This is the first presentation/
workshop on the development of such

For-profit cost – $69; nonprofit
cost – $49.

Women in Business Committee
Chairs Pass the Baton
Delphine Adams and Shelly
Moller have been busy the last few
years heading up the Chamber’s
Women in Business Committee and
spearheading successful events such
as the Step Into Success Event and
the Spirit of the Season Fundraiser.
The Step into Success Event was a
one-day event that included a variety
of speakers and a silent auction. The
Spirit of the Season was an evening
fundraiser. Both successful events
supported the Chamber’s womenowned businesses and raised funds
for local charities.

While Rebecca and Bonnie will take
over the day-to-day, both Delphine
and Shelly plan to stay involved with
the group. Rebecca owns a local law
practice providing legal services to
individuals and businesses in the
areas of Employment and Wage and
Hour Law and Trusts and Estates.
Bonnie is a full time Realtor and
business owner of Ark Technology
Network for Mortgage Professionals.

Rebecca Kagin and Bonnie Koagedal
look forward to following in Shelly and
Delphine’s footsteps as they accept
the duties of the Co-chairmanship
and plan for the committee’s future.

Rebecca and Bonnie look forward
to increasing attendance at the
committee’s bi-monthly breakfasts,
finding speakers relevant to women
business owners, and increasing the
group’s philanthropic projects that
assist women with their business
goals. Ultimately, they both hope to
continue the great efforts of Shelly
and Delphine and continue growing
the committee into a strong team of
women helping each other grow and
build their businesses.

Delphine Adams

Bonnie Koagedal

Shelly, a Financial Advisor for
Edward Jones, began leading the
group in 2010. She was joined by
Delphine, Director and Shareholder
at Dickenson, Peatman & Fogarty,
P.C. in 2011.

Rebecca Kagin

Shelly Moller

Enjoy a stroll to the Theater
District…meet your friends or
business associates for a cool
beverage & good conversation!
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

13

August 2013

Petaluma BUSINESS – A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Members Dominate
People’s Choice Awards
The Argus-Courier’s People’s
Choice awards this year recognized
excellence in a wide variety of areas,
and it was significant that more
than 40 of this year’s winners were
members of the Petaluma Chamber.
The following lists those who are
the People’s Choice, and who are also
Chamber members.
• B
 est Accounting Firm – Pisenti &
Brinker
• Best Art Gallery – Gallery One
• B
 est Asian Food – Pongo’s Kitchen
& Tap
• B
 est Auto Repair Shop – Empire
Automotive

• B
 est Chiropractor – Julie RestadSerendipity

• B
 est Jewelry Store –
Hollingsworth Jewelers

• Best Day Spa – Soft Shell

• B
 est Kid Friendly Restaurant –
Beyond the Glory

• Best Deli – Lucchesi’s
• Best Dentist – Bob Koenitzer

& Café-Sunflower Center
• B
 est Place for Lunch – Wild Goat
Bistro

• Best Local Bank – Exchange Bank

• B
 est Place to Buy a Car – Hansel
Honda

• B
 est Local Performer – Petaluma
Pete

• Best Place to Buy Wine – Wilibees

• B
 est Financial Institution –
Redwood Credit Union

• B
 est Massage Therapist – Doris
Watson-Serendipity

• Best Printer – Minuteman Press

• B
 est Financial Planner – Jacobson
& Breen

• B
 est Mexican Restaurant – Mi
Pueblo

• Best Florist – Vanda Floral Design

• B
 est New Restaurant – Pub
Republic

• Best Facial/Makeup – Soft Shell

• B
 est Garden Supplies – Cottage
Gardens

• Best Plumber – Roman’s Plumbing

• B
 est Realtor – Peg King-Coldwell
Banker
• B
 est Romantic Meal – Cucina
Paradiso

• Best Orthodontist – Dr. John Woo

• Best Bar – Tres Hombres

• B
 est Grocery Store – Petaluma
Market

• B
 est Outdoor Dining Venue –
Dempsey’s

• Best Barbeque – Lombardi’s

• Best Hamburger – Dempsey’s

• Best Café – Aqus

• Best Health Club – Club One

• B
 est Pet Services – Fit N’Furry Pet
Resort

• B
 est Caterer – Preferred Sonoma
Caterers

• B
 est Italian Restaurant – Cucino
Paradiso

• Best Tasting Room – Lagunitas
• B
 est Veterinarian – Matthew
Carter

• Best Pizza – Old Chicago
• Best Place for Vegetarian – Lydia’s

Get Fast Relief for your Back and Neck Pain

• WALK-INS WELCOME •

707-773-CARE (2273)
Dr. George W. Wagner Jr., D.C.
620 E. Washington # 206, Petaluma
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Members – Get more information on Member businesses at www.petalumachamber.com
New Members

People Track USA
Gary Konnecke
755 Baywood Drive, 2nd Floor
Petaluma, CA 94954

Behrens, Nelson & Knudson
COTS - Committee on the Shelterless
Cypress Hill Memorial Park
Dairymen’s Feed & Supply Co-OP
Dobson Asset Management
Don Ramatici Insurance, Inc.
Dryervent Wizard of the Greater
Northbay Area
Greenleaf & Burleson Wealth
Management, LLC
Hydrex Pest Control of No. Cal.
Jerico Products, Inc.
Kala Brand Music Company
Kenyon & Associates
Knudson, Lynn EA, Inc.
Lace House Linen Supply
Main Street Moving & Storage
Medley Glass Works,
President’s Circle Silver Level
Old Adobe Developmental Services
(O.A.D.S.)
Panamax LLC
Park Central Apartments
Paula R. Gardner, D. D. S.
Petaluma Coffee & Tea Company
Petaluma Health Care District,
President’s Circle Gold Level
Petaluma Plaza
Pisenti & Brinker LLP
Rotary Club of Petaluma Sunrise
San Francisco North/Petaluma
Campgrounds, Inc.
Sonoma Travel Service
The Petaluma Argus-Courier
The Press Democrat
Van Bebber Brothers, Inc.
WAKE UP Enterprises

Renewing Members

Long-Time Members

AMEC Environment &
Infrastructure, Inc.
AVRS
Bank of Marin,
President’s Circle Platinum Level

Don Ramatici Insurance, Inc.,
45 Years
Debbie Adams

Aaron’s Sales & Leasing
Dave Crane
141 North McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954
Allpointe Insurance Services
Bradley Vaccaro
Petaluma, CA 94952
Arthur Neibrief, JC, CLTC LTC
PRTNS & Insurance Services,
LLC
Art Neibrief
Petaluma, CA 94952
eAlchemy
Chris Farkas
Petaluma, CA 94952
North Bay Smiles
Yvonne Szyperski
1580 East Washington Street, Ste. 101
Petaluma, CA 94954
North Coast Carpet Care
Scott Mayer
5935 LaBath Avenue, Suite 4
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Ohana Construction
Kimo Garrigan
P.O. Box 751236
Petaluma, CA 94975
Palm’s Grill, Inc.
Lisa Shatnawi
100 South McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

Cypress Hill Memorial Park,
45 Years
Martin Rodgers
Sonoma Travel Service, 45 Years
Tina Powell
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson,
45 Years
W. Thom Knudson
Lace House Linen Supply, 45 Years
Richard Marzo
Van Bebber Brothers, Inc.,
45 Years
Rick Van Bebber
Dairymen’s Feed & Supply Co-Op,
44 Years
Jim Castrone
The Press Democrat, 44 Years
Lori Carter
Pisenti & Brinker LLP, 44 Years
Jodi Shubin
Petaluma Plaza, 40 Years
Beth Walter
San Francisco North/Petaluma
Campgrounds, Inc., 38 Years
Chris Wood
Hydrex Pest Control of No. Cal.,
35 Years
Lloyd Dorris

The Petaluma Argus-Courier,
34 Years
John Burns
Old Adobe Developmental Services
(O.A.D.S.), 30 Years
Elizabeth Clary
Dobson Asset Management,
26 Years
Chris Dobson
Petaluma Coffee & Tea Company,
24 Years
Sheila Bride
Petaluma Health Care District,
22 Years
Ramona Faith
Paula R. Gardner, D. D. S.,
14 Years
Paula Gardner
Rotary Club of Petaluma Sunrise,
12 Years
Garrett Hill, President
AMEC Environment &
Infrastructure, Inc., 10 Years
Judith Baker

Jerico Products, Inc., 45 Years
Mitch Lind

The Sonoma Small Business Development Center offers no-cost,
confidential usiness advising and low-cost workshops to existing and
start-up small business owners. Short-term seminars cover topics such as:
• Business Start-up
• Business Planning
• Marketing and Promotion
• Financial management and funding options
• Effective web design and more
To register for services go to www.sonomasbdc.org For information on
upcoming workshops, call (707) 595-0060.
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Calendar – August
1	
Press Democrat Media Lab
Workshop (RSVP)
Content & Conversion
(attend one or all sessions)
NOTE: CHANGE OF VENUE
427 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa
Free to Chamber members. RSVP
to 762-2785; Space is Limited.
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

2	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

6	
Ambassadors
Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
701 Sonoma Mountain Pkwy
7:30 A.M.

13	
Women in Business
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
8:45 – 10:00 A.M.

15	
Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
4:00 – 5:30 P.M.

16	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

20	Leadership Alumni
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

22	
Economic Development
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

22	
Business After Hours —
The Parlour Petaluma
6 Petaluma Blvd. N, Suite A-7
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

27	
Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)
BACK AT Rooster Run Event
Center
2301 East Washington St.
$20 Members, $25 Non-members
Call 762-2785 or RSVP online at
www.petalumachamber.com
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

Looking Ahead – September
11
14
19
24
26

Women in Business Breakfast
Craft Beer Festival
Business After Hours – Terra Firma Global Partners
Wake Up Petaluma Breakfast—Back at Rooster Run
Business After Hours – Gallery One

To check our new on line calendar click on Events on the bottom menu
bar, www.petalumachamber.com. You can RSVP and pay there, too.

Make your marketing
dollars work harder
Join the Chamber’s President’s Circle.
Visit www.petalumachamber.com or call
762-2785 for more info and sign up today!

Platinum Members

Silver Members

Gold Members

Bronze Members

AVM Graphics • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker • CSW/Stuber Stroeh Engineering Group, Inc.
Deer Creek Village • helly Moller, Edward Jones • Moonware Design
Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance • Old Republic Title Company • Wagner Chiropractic

Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com

