Petaluma
BUSINE S S

Current Resident or

6 Petaluma Blvd. North, Suite A-2
Petaluma, CA 94952
707-762-2785

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID

PETALUMA, CA
PERMIT NO. 127

Time Sensitive Material - Deliver by Mar. 7

Petaluma
BUSINESS

March 2011
Vol 20, No 3

“Petaluma’s voice for business”

A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce • www.petalumachamber.com

Community Awards Nominees Selected;
Event on March 31
The nominations have closed, the
judges have met in chambers, and the
results are in – honorees have been
selected for the annual Community
Recognition Awards, scheduled for
March 31 at the Petaluma Sheraton.
Whole Foods Market Petaluma earned
the Award for Excellence, Large Business,
while Graziano’s Ristorante was singled
out for the Small Business Award, and
Marjorie Helm will be recognized as
Citizen of the Year.
The event starts with a 5:30 p.m.
reception, featuring hors d’oeuvres
prepared by some of the city’s finest

restaurants and caterers, and moves into
the ballroom at 6:30 for the ceremonies.
Honorees are:
Large Business
Whole Foods Market Petaluma was
recognized for shaping each store’s
character to the surrounding community.
The local store develops relationships
with local groups and businesses to tailor
to its unique environment. Whole Foods
also provides employee considerations
that inspire professional and personal
growth.
Small Business
Graziano’s Ristorante. Owner Graziano

Members Urged to Mail Back Survey
Chamber CEO Onita Pellegrini is
asking all members to fill out and return
the survey emailed in early February. All
surveys should be in for finally tallying
by the 21st of March, she said.
Pellegrini said that member opinion is
particularly important, since the Board
will be deciding some major issues this
year, and member opinion is particularly
important where several issues are
concerned.
She said two of those issues involve
political activities at election time –
endorsing candidates, and forming a
separate political action committee
to raise funds to support specific
candidates.
“These are activities we have not

undertaken before,” she said. “There are
pros and cons on both issues, and we
really need to weigh the opinions of our
members.”
Other issues to be resolved this year,
she said, include deciding relevance of a
number of existing Chamber activities,
based on how important they are to the
membership.

CORRECTION—
PLEASE NOTE
The fax number is incorrect
on the surveys. Please fax
your survey to (707) 7624721. We apologize for any
inconvenience.

Perozzi was cited for his generosity
to the Petaluma community, giving
food, money, and support to many of
the town’s non-profits for the past 26
years. He is universally admired as a
businessman, and as a boss.
Citizen of the Year
Marjorie Helm is being recognized for
her work in co-founding and maintaining
Petaluma’s annual Day of the Dead
celebration, which recently marked its
10th anniversary. She has dedicated
countless volunteer hours to building this
event into a vibrant month-long cultural
celebration. She has done extensive
outreach into the Latino community
in organizing Day of the Dead and is a
vital link between Petaluma’s Anglo and
Latino communities.
Volunteer of the Year
Krista Gawronski of Mr. Pickles. A few
years ago Krista invited a few friends and
neighbors over for a “girl’s night”. They
discussed a needy family in Petaluma
and determined to raise money to
support that family in time of need. The
group has now grown to more than 100
women with mutual goals.
Excellence in Education
Corlynn Messer is the school
psychologist at Casa Grande High
School. In addition to her considerable
professional skills, her caring and
compassionate way brings much needed
comfort and joy to students who struggle
on a daily basis.
Firefighter of the Year
Duncan Smith has worked for the

Petaluma Fire Department since 2004,
and has more than 18 years in emergency
services.
Service to Seniors
Max Decker provides necessary
services to seniors throughout the
community, donating time, garage
space, vehicles, and gas to fix imperfect
equipment, such as lift chairs and electric
scooters. He is a major volunteer for the
Petaluma People Services Center.
Excellence in Agriculture
Arnie Reibli, CalEggs and Sunrise
Farm. For decades, Arnie Reibli has been
a leader in the State’s poultry industry
and an articulate voice for the needs of
agriculture in Sonoma County.
Service to Youth
David Sisler, M.D., and Rick Susick,
physical therapist, are being honored for
their years of service to Petaluma High.
Within ten days of arriving in Petaluma
50 years ago, Dr. Sisler was the team
doctor for the Petaluma Trojans, and
until his retirement last year, he was
still on the sidelines. His contributions
were recognized in 2006 when the city
proclaimed a Dr. David Sisler Day.
Susick, owner of Petaluma Valley
Physical Therapy, came to Petaluma in
1988 and joined Sisler on the Petaluma
High sidelines.
Police Officer of the Year
Brian Miller has worked for the
patrol division of the Petaluma Police
Department since 2005 and has earned
dozens of commendations and honors.
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Wake Up Starts Year
With New Format
An on-line newspaper and the future
of area rail will highlight the March
edition of Wake Up Petaluma, scheduled
for March 22 at Rooster Run, starting at
7:30 a.m.
Karina Loffee from Petaluma Patch
will tell how this national e-paper is
working in Petaluma, and the efforts
the online paper is taking to report

local news.
Also on the agenda is Chris Coursey,
community outreach manager for
SMART, the rail group that plans to
install passenger rail service between
Sonoma and Marin Counties. He will
be talking about the rail’s prospects for
completion, and the projected timeline.

Sponsor for the morning is Summit
State Bank.
Recognition of new members and a
raffle drawing are also on the program.
Cost for the breakfast is $20 for
Chamber members, $25 for nonmembers. Reservations needed – call
762-2785.

First Vice President
Ron Malnati*, 769-2294
Exchange Bank
malnatir@exchangebank.com
Second Vice President
Tony Sarno*, 664-1400
Keegan & Coppin
tsarno@keegancoppin.com
Treasurer
Will Soper*, 763-3888
Beels Soper LLP
wsoper@beels-soper.com

DIRECTORS

Gail P. Cardaropoli
Realtor, Benefield Realty

Born and raised in Springfield,
Massachusetts, Gail has made her home
in Petaluma for over 35 years. Her three
children attended Petaluma schools,
with two graduating from Casa Grande
and one from Petaluma High. She isn’t a
native - but with that many years in one
place - it certainly feels like home. She
was a member of the 2007 – 2008 PACC
Leadership program and thoroughly

President
Monica Soiland, 762-3200
Midstate Construction
monicas@midstateconstruction.com

Immediate Past President
Les Villanyi*, 484-4992
Ottimo International
vlaszlo5319@gmail.com

Ambassador Profile

Gail Cardaropoli is a realtor with
Benefield Realty, a boutique style
company that offers “hands on”
assistance throughout the entire buying/
selling process. With this small closeknit group of realtors all working
together for Benefield’s, the buyer/seller
always has a “real live person“ available
to answer their questions, immediately
resolve any unexpected issues or
problems that arise and calm any jitters.
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John Burns, 762-4541
Petaluma Argus-Courier
jburns@arguscourier.com
Daniel Canales*, 781-9483
National Assoc. for Self-Employed
danielcanales@comcast.net

enjoyed learning new things about the
community she loves. An added bonus
was the many friendships that were
formed among her fellow classmates.
Early mornings you will find her out and
about, walking with Angel Baby, her
golden retriever.
Gail enjoys volunteering whenever
the opportunity arises. If the call goes
out for help, she tries to fit it into her
schedule.
She is a member of the
Petaluma Rotary and is an Elk. She’s
a regular volunteer for Cinnabar –
taking tickets, pouring wine or hawking
cookies – just doing whatever needs to
be done. She has been a mentor with
Mentor Me for three years. She is a
substitute teacher and a Master Tax
Advisor with H & R Block.
Being a member of the Chamber

Elece Hempel*, 765-8488
Petaluma People Services Center
elece@petalumapeople.org
Justin Hansel, 768-2300
Hansel Auto Group
jhansel@hanselauto.com

Gail P. Cardaropoli

enables Gail to network with other
community businesses. She loves to
“meet and greet” members, making
name tags and collecting business cards
at the door of the numerous “After
Hours” events available She looks
forward to having the opportunity to
meet all of you at one of these chamber
mixers, and perhaps to help you find
that special home, piece of investment
property or to help you prepare your
home for sale.

Katie Kerns*, 557-7045
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com
Michelle Law, 559-7200
Circle Bank
mlaw@circlebank.com
Wayne Leach, 795-4764
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
waynel@cswst2.com
Richard Marzo, 763-1515
Lace House Linen
richard@lacehouselinen.com
Todd Mendoza, 769-4303
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
tmendoza@cbnorcal.com
Matt White, 795-4477
Basin Street Properties
matt@basin-street.com

Committees

Call 762-2785 for more information.
Agri-Business
Rebecca Scott, 540-0054
Royal Petroleum

Economic Development
Anthy O’Brien (707) 283-2710
Top Speed Data Communications

Ambassadors
Daniel Canales, 781-9483
Insphere Insurance Solutions

Government Affairs
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group

Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Financial Consultant

Leadership Petaluma Program
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785.

Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company

Past Presidents Council
Les Villanyi, 778-9345
OTTIMO International

Wake-Up Petaluma
Jim Becker, 778-7780
Edward Jones Investments
Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
Excel Mortgage Solutions
Women in Business
Shelly Moller, 763-3006
Edward Jones

Petaluma Business ads are sales boosters! An economic way to reach more than 800 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785 for specifics & discount rates.

CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721
Email: pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com
Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper
Daniella Ellicott*, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates
PETALUMA BUSINESS CREDITS
Published by the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce, 6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
©2010 Petaluma Chamber of Commerce
Don Bennett
Editor & Writer
AVM Graphics
Design & Production
Joan Bunn
Photography-Events
Marin Sun
Printing
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Editorials & Opinions, Analyses, Commentary, Viewpoints
Commentary

President’s Message

Meditations on
The Economy

Time to Consider
Leadership Program

For those who follow the crystal-balling of our nation’s economists, the
direction of our economy appears to be up, but that’s not to say we should
expect to get well quickly. Last month we covered the local speech by noted
economist Jerry Nickelsburg. In this issue, we present the Sonoma County
forecast by another respected forecaster, Moodys economy.com.

In this month’s issue of Petaluma
Business you will find a write-up about
one day in our Leadership Petaluma
program. If you check it out, and also
the pictures that accompany the story,
you should get a sense of not only
what our program is about, but also of
the enthusiasm, fun, and camaraderie
shared by every class since the program’s
inception back in the 1990’s.

Like most other economists, both of the above are optimistic, but cautiously
so. Even so, there are a great many positives popping up on the business news
each day. The stock market is steady, Corporate profits are doing quite well in
most sectors. The weak U.S. dollar has been a boon for exporters, as well as the
tourism industry. The decline in cost of housing has made it more affordable for
our labor force to live locally. So, there are a lot of positives.
So why the caution? First, there are still too many people without jobs, here,
and across the nation. Businesses who have recouped lost profits have done so in
part by cutting work force to adjust for slowed demand for goods and services.
Second, there are still a lot of kinks in the housing market that have to be worked
out before we have a full recovery. The biggest kink here is the still-large number
of looming mortgage defaults.
While these twin bugaboos loom poised over the head of the economy, the
one factor we need to move forward quickly, which is business confidence, is
being exhibited slowly. We suspect that confidence, that willingness to embark
on business expansion thereby creating needed jobs, might return sooner
instead of later, but time will tell.
Meanwhile, Moody’s report for the County Economic Development Board had
some interesting information. One tidbit was about County migratory patterns.
Most newcomers to Sonoma County last year came, in descending order, from
San Francisco, Oakland, and Sacramento in that order. What is interesting is that
people leaving the County went to the same three places in the same order.
It was also interesting to note that until three years ago, we had more people
leaving the County than we had moving in. Now, that pattern has been reversed.
Back then, there was a lot of hand wringing about folks leaving Sonoma County
for a number of perceived reasons, but now that the pattern has changed, a
powerful argument could be made that the disparity in housing costs, here
versus the rest of the country, was responsible both for people leaving for
cheaper homes elsewhere, and as a deterrent to keep people from moving here.
So, as our economy lumbers on anticipating a steady recovery, we here at the
Chamber are seeking ways to strengthen our services to keep them in line with
our members needs. To do this, we need to know what you think. We have sent
a survey to our members by email, sent it by regular mail, and it is available on
line.
If you haven’t completed it yet, please do so. We certainly want your voice to
be heard.

Platinum Members

By Monica
Soiland, President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

policies that affect our businesses.

Even though it is just March, and next
year’s program won’t start until August,
perhaps it is time to start considering
enrolling in our program; if not for
yourself, perhaps for a valued company
employee.

There is education day, with
the opportunity to get a first-hand
understanding of challenges facing local
education, and some of the successes our
schools have enjoyed. We have public
safety day, with behind the scene peeks
at how police and fire are handling the
challenges of dealing with 21st century
Petaluma.

The Leadership program is designed
to benefit any business that places a
premium on having in-depth knowledge
of the institutions and people who
are instrumental in keeping our
community a showcase of civic spirit
and commitment.

We have a day devoted to the arts,
and a chance to meet some of the artists
and performers who so enrich our lives
locally. Of course, the lessons of the
past are invaluable, as well as fun to
know about, so we also have a Petaluma
history day.

There is a cost for enrolling in the
program -- $800 – but the cost is actually
minor when measured against the
benefits. I like to think of it as a yearlong training program designed to place
its enrollees in the top 2% or 3% of
Petaluma’s citizens with valuable firsthand knowledge of how our city works
behind the building facades.

Agriculture made our community what
it is, and continues to be an essential
component of the local economic fabric,
and so we also have one day dedicated
to visiting and learning more about our
dairies, our chickens, and our emerging
agribusinesses.

Those of you who have read this
month’s Leadership story will have
noted that the focus was on local
community service. That is just one
aspect of our curriculum. One day
each month is dedicated to one sector
of the community. We have business
day, where we learn about innovative
businesses, real estate, and business
trends, and we have government day,
where our class gets to meet and talk
to the people who make the laws and

Gold Members

We also have leadership skills retreat
day, and health and human services day.
And then, when it is all done, our
enrollees have been exposed to a vast
variety of programs, institutions, people,
ideas, and aspirations, all of which
combined spell Petaluma.
Somewhere around the first of June
a call will go out for enrollees for next
year’s class. This is a good time to be
thinking that perhaps the Leadership
Program is a good fit for you, or for
someone else within your organization.

Silver Members

Bronze Members
AVM Graphics • Barbara J. Perry, Coldwell Banker
Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker • Deer Creek Village • Moonware Design
Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance
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News From the Leadership
Alumni Committee
The Alumni Committee needs help in
the following areas.

and reporting to chamber on ways to
improve and help with the program

Networking Events/Mixers: finding
locations, arranging events (food, drink,
tables, speakers), sending invitations out
and following up, etc.

We need volunteers to man the
Leadership Booths we are running at
Butter and Eggs, American Graffiti, the
Graduation and the Business Expo.
If you are interested in volunteering in
a one or two hour shift, please contact
sharon@medleyglassworks.com. The
goal at these booths is to promote the
leadership program – get new recruits
and to alert Alumni about our mixers.
Please help! (To the current Class- this
would be an excellent way to promote
your project as well!).

Recruitment: setting up tables at
events – mixers, breakfasts, business
expo, etc. and getting the word out
about Leadership; also following up
with interested parties.
Advisory
Board:
interviewing
applicants, helping with class daysorganizing, getting speakers, getting
lunch sponsors, reviewing surveys

Leadership Alums
Schedule Breakfast
The Chamber’s Leadership Alumni
Committee has announced a breakfast
and networking event for March 3, 7:30
a.m.
The morning will start with morning
goodies and coffee at Petaluma Coffee
and Tea Company, to be followed by a
tour of the Petaluma Fire Station a halfblock away.
The schedule:
Breakfast and Networking 7:30 to 7:55
at Petaluma Coffee and Tea, 212 2nd St.

Tour and discussion 8:00 to 8:30 at
the Fire Station, 198 D St.
The cost is $10 per person, with a
portion of the proceeds to be donated
to the Fire Department’s Charity of their
choosing.
Please RSVP with payment to the
Chamber office at 762-2785 before
February 28th.
All alums of the Petaluma Leadership
program are invited to attend and renew
old friendships.

Seminar Attendees Learn to
Keep Sales Moving Forward

Great Support for This Year’s
Community Recognition Awards

Attendees at the Petaluma Chamber’s
“Moving the Sale Forward” seminar on
February 10 learned new techniques
for maintaining momentum in the
sales cycle. Topics included building
rapport, asking questions, and handling
objections. The audience of salespeople,
consultants, and small business owners
learned that the difference between
“Showing Up” and professionally “Following Up” comes down to whether
the seller brings new value to the sales
call. New value can take the form of
something that appeals to the prospect’s
business or personal interests.

person”. Connie Madrid of All California
Mortgage liked the multiple methods
used for learning, “The combination of
instructor-led presentation, interactive
workbook, and real world examples
make the concepts stick.”

Chamber CEO Onita Pellegrini
announced that more than 50 Chamber
member businesses have stepped
forward as business and food sponsors
for this year’s Community Recognition
Awards event.

The next seminar is “Winning Sales
Presentation” on March 10th. It is
all about delivering a presentation that
moves a prospect to action.

“This is the greatest support we have
ever had from the business community
for this event,” she said. “On behalf of
the Board of Directors, I want to thank
each and every one of them for their
commitment to this community.”

Cassie McDowell of Productive
Learning said, “The workshops are a
great place for me to test my sales
ideas. I always come out a stronger sales

Key topics include presentation
structure, differentiate with style, and
how to incorporate emotional triggers.
Chamber members save 50% and seating
is limited so register today at www.
petalaumachamber.com/masteryseries.
asp or phone the Chamber at (707)
762-2785.

Kurt Shaver of The Sales Foundry describes how to get sales leads at the
February workshop.

$300 Sponsors
•Merlone Geier Partners –
Deer Creek Village
• Industrial Carting
• Jerico Products, Inc.
• Sonoma County Fair
• Sonoma-Marin Fair
• Nancy Cooley, State Farm Agent

Pres. Circle – Gold
• Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.
• Port Sonoma
• Summit State Bank

$150 Sponsors
• Behrens, Nelson, Knudson
• Councilman Mike Harris
• Crown Trophy Petaluma
• Petaluma Fire Department
• Petaluma Health Care District
• Peace Officers Assoc. of Petaluma
• Premier Lending & Real Estate
• Rotary Club of Petaluma
• Spaulding McCullough & Tansil LLP
• Steven Lafranchi & Assoc. Inc.
• CSW Stuber-Stroeh
• V. Dolan Trucking, Inc.
• Wells Fargo Bank, Washington Square
Branch

Pres. Circle – Silver
• Century 21 Bundesen
• Circle Bank
• First Community Bank
• Hansel Auto Group
• Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
• Medley Glass Works
• Midstate Construction Corp.
• Novato Community Hospital
• Pacific eDocument Solutions LLC
• Republic Services
• Rooster Run Event Center
• Sonoma Bank
• Speaklo Media

Food Partners, who will be providing
free samples at the reception, include:
• bay laurel Culinary
• Bert’s Desserts
• Lemongrass Thai Cuisine
• O Olive Oil, Inc.
• Petaluma Coffee & Tea Co.
• Preferred Sonoma Caterers
• Rooster Run Event Center
• Sheraton Sonoma Country –
Petaluma Hotel
• Tres Hombres Long Bar & Grill
• Whole Foods Market Petaluma
• Wild Goat Bistro

Sponsors are:
Pres. Circle – Platinum:
• Bank of Marin
• Comcast
• Exchange Bank
• PG&E
• Redwood Credit Union
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Community
Access
Television

The Leadership Class of 2011

Leadership Class Tracks
Petaluma’s Volunteerism
Community service was the order of
the day for the Leadership Petaluma
class in a day featuring a number of the
program’s alumni.

Foundation, and class members kicked
in some time on a shop project.

Day chair was Pennylee Christensen
(class of 2003), assisted by Joan Capurro
(class of 2001) and photographer Jim
Johnson (class of 2010.)

Next up was Rebuilding Together
Petaluma, and a presentation by director
and former city council member Jane
Hamilton, and lunch sponsored by the
Petaluma Kiwanis Club and dessert by
Pennylee Christensen.

The group started the day at Bert’s
Desserts with muffins, fruit and juices
and a presentation on chocolate
making from Bert Smith before getting
a presentation on the Christmas Cheer
project by super-volunteer Jim Fitzgerald
(class of 2011).

After lunch, it was off to McKinley
school. There, Val Richman (class of
2006) presented the goals and programs
of Mentor Me Petaluma, along with a
hands-on project. Next up was Petaluma
Community Access and their new
studios on Keller Street.

Following the chocolateering, the
group went to Alphabet Soup on Western
Avenue, where they had a presentation
on the thrift shops projects to raise
money for the Petaluma Educational

The group ended the day with a social
hour at Taps on Kentucky Street.

Jane Hamilton, Rebuilding Together

The Class
at Alphabet
Soup

Photos on this page are from the
Leadership Day outing, taken by Jim
Johnson.

Mentor Me’s Val Richman addressing class.

Mentor and Mentee poster at Mentor Me

Invites you to their

OPEN HOUSE
Friday, March 11, 2011 • 4:30pm ~ 6:30pm
1115 “B” Street
707-765-3030

Please join us to tour our recently renovated facility overlooking beautiful Petaluma
Enjoy scrumptious Hors d’oeuvres. We look forward to seeing you!
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EDB Releases Analysis
On County’s Economy
Moody’s Analytics has just released a
“Local Economic Report” for Sonoma
County for the Sonoma County
Economic Development Board.
In Moody’s assessment, Sonoma
County’s strengths include “emerging
technologies,
including
clean
energy,(which) add to core medical
devices and network clusters, and a
highly educated workforce relative to
California and the U.S. (that) boosts
income and spending levels.
Moody’s cites the County weakness as:
“Earlier revenue declines keep winery
and hotel defaults at elevated level and
sharp job losses in finance and other
office using employment are a drag on
office markets.
Following are excerpts from the
report.
Recent Performance. Sonoma
County’s recovery is showing signs of
gaining momentum. Though modest,
recent improvements are spread
throughout key tech, tourism, and wine
industries. Small employment gains and
a stabilizing labor force have pushed
the unemployment rate closer to 10%—
higher than the U.S. but more than two

percentage points below California’s.
Improvements in the county’s real
estate markets are modest. House prices
have avoided a sharp decline following
the end of federal and state tax credits,
but remain close to their trough reached
in the first half of 2009. Similarly,
residential construction permits are no
longer falling but remain at multi-decade
lows.
Tech. Sonoma County’s medical
devices firms will remain a driver of
growth as the world’s elderly population
increases and healthcare coverage is
expanded in the U.S. Medtronic’s Santa
Rosa-based cardiovascular equipment
division has received U.S. and foreign
approval for two new medical devices
and has additional devices awaiting
approval.
Slowing growth in demand for IT
equipment will lessen the positive
contribution of the county’s electronics
manufacturers following the strong
rebound of IT investments in the first
phase of the recovery. The release of
pent-up demand for IT equipment-including strong interest for productivityenhancing networking equipment
manufactured in Sonoma County—has

helped to lower the industrial vacancy
rate since the end of 2009 by more than
a percentage point, according to Keegan
& Coppin Co. Outsourcing risks further
slowing the pace of tech’s growth in
the metro area. JDSU’s Santa Rosa-based
optical coating division opened a $20
million plant in China in October to
serve its growing Asian markets.
Wine. Stronger U.S. growth in
2011—including improved consumer
confidence and spending—and a smaller
2010 wine grape harvest point toward
an improved outlook for Sonoma
County wineries. This is welcome after
a sharp drop-off in sales during the
recession. Extreme summer and fall
weather resulted in a large loss of wine
grapes and will limit the inventories of
2010 wines, helping establish a floor
for high-priced wines following two
years of discounting. Off-premise sales
of wine bottles priced $20 or more in
November jumped 22% from a year
earlier, reflecting consumers trading
back up as it outpaced the total 6%
increase in off-premise sales.
Tourism. The strengthening U. S.
economy will also help Sonoma County’s
leisure and hospitality industries as

business and personal travelers return to
area hotels and resorts. Improvements
have already occurred as evidenced by
an estimated 7% to 8% increase in hotel
revenues, according to the Sonoma
County Tourism Bureau in 2010.
Passenger traffic at Sonoma County
Airport was also up 10% from a year ago.
Despite the improved near-term
outlook for tourism, demand for new
hotels will take longer to recover.
Although the number of county hotels
in default has not increased since
the first quarter, 13 remain in default
keeping downward pressure on prices
for existing properties. A permit for
hotel construction has not been issued
since 2008.
Sonoma County’s recovery will
strengthen in 2011, led by tech and
tourism and a long- awaited stability in
wine-related industries. Accelerating job
growth will push the unemployment
rate below 10% by the end of 2011. The
county will maintain its high quality
of life and desirability for high-skilled
workers. However, high housing costs
will keep the county as a below-average
performer at times over the extended
forecast.
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Art Center Features
Oyster Photo Exhibit
Petaluma Arts Center presents Oyster
Farm, photographs of the Drakes Bay
Oyster Company by Evvy Eisen, in an
exhibition from March 25-May 15 in the
G. K. Hardt Gallery.

National Seashore in western Marin
County, is currently at the center of a
controversy about whether it will be
permitted to remain in operation after
2012.

Oysters! A delicacy enjoyed by the
first inhabitants of the Point Reyes
Peninsula, re-discovered and cultivated
by the early European pioneers and
their descendents, and today the basis
of a thriving industry, is documented in
photographs.

Eisen started photographing the
workers of the Drakes Bay Oyster
Company when it became clear to her
that this group was not included in
any discussion of the fate of the oyster
farm. Opposing positions have divided
the environmental community and have
been argued at the state and national
levels as well. This exhibit does not deal
with the complex issues involved in
these disagreements, but rather focuses
on the people who work at the oyster
farm.

Bay area photographer Evvy Eisen
spent a year documenting the workers
and farm environment of the Drakes
Bay Oyster Company. The farm, located
on Drakes Estero in the Point Reyes

Open Forum on Jobs,
Economic Development
and Sustainable Communities
Sponsored by USDA Rural Development and the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce, this open forum discussing
economic development issues in the
region will be held Thursday, March 3,
from 4-6pm at the Petaluma Community
Center. All are welcome to attend.
This forum will focus on activities
and initiatives that have resulted from
USDA Rural Development’s Jobs,
Economic Development and Sustainable
Communities report. This report was
compiled based on input provided by
community leaders, citizens, business
owners and organizations from throughout rural California. Join the forum to
discuss the findings and opportunities

identified in the report as well as any
new suggestions.
The agenda will:
• Report on accomplishments toward
recommendations in the report
• Ask if there are issues and/or
recommendations that need to be
added/changed/prioritized and
• Solicit individuals and/or groups to
champion action items in the report.
A copy of USDA Rural Development’s
report can be viewed and downloaded
at:
www.rurdev.usda.gov/Reports/
CA-JobsReport-Feb10.pdf

Funding Sought for
Fourth’s Fireworks
A call has gone out for help to raise
$50,000 for this year’s Fourth of July
fireworks celebration. Funded by the
city in the past, funds were cut last year
as part of the city’s ongoing efforts at
cost-reduction.
Last year, the Petaluma Kiwanis
Club, working with the city’s Parks
and Rec department, raised the funds
for a fireworks event that packed the
fairgrounds to capacity. This year, they
are once again asking the community
for help.
Following is the text of the funding
request sent out from the Parks and Rec
department.
Funding is not available from the City
of Petaluma’s General Fund, making
it necessary to undertake the task of
raising money so this family event can
continue to take place in July 2011. In
addition to seeking business sponsors,
we are seeking the help of public and
community groups.
  To date one sponsor is willing to
donate up to $5,000.00 if another will
donate a matching $5,000.00. Several

groups or businesses can make up that
$5,000.00 match which will be half of
the monies needed for the celebration.
Our goal is to raise $50,000.00 which
secures the $25,000.00 product and
program facility, security, technical
staffing, signage, setup and cleanup
costs, toilets, garbage receptacles,
permit fees and insurance.
Donors will receive recognition in
all program publications and signage
onsite during the event. Your business
will also be eligible to participate during
the event as a vendor. Funding must be
secured by February 28, 2011 before a
fireworks vendor is sought by means of
a request for proposal.
Donations are tax deductible. If you
wish to donate, please make checks
payable to: The City of Petaluma/July
4th. Please send to: The Petaluma
Community Center, 320 N. McDowell
Blvd., Petaluma, CA 94954. For more
information call 778-4383.
Thank you in advance for helping
us Save Petaluma’s Annual July 4th
Celebration.

Buying or selling a home can leave you
anxious, depressed, and stressed.
So, who do you call?

THE STRESSBUSTER

BARBARA J. PERRY

MBA, GRI

Broker Associate Realtor
DRE Lic. No. 01871490
(707) 477-9101
perryb4@comcast.net
www.ExperienceTheDreamTeam.com

Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com
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Members
New Members

Pamela Nachtigall, CPA

Affordable Animal Hospital
Dr. Sysel
4122 South Moorland Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95407

Peace Officers Association of Petaluma

Boulevard Antiques
Kathleen Kozak
145 Petaluma Blvd. North
Petaluma, CA 94952

Sonja Markreiter, Color Consultant

fine by design, Inc.
Paul & Alonda
O’Kane 516 Petaluma Blvd. South
Petaluma, CA 94952

Strozzi Institute

John De Martini Construction
www.DeMartiniConstruction.com
Petaluma, CA 94952

Wild Goat Bistro

Law Offices of Charles A. Davis
Charles A. Davis
755 Baywood Drive, 2nd Floor
Petaluma, CA 94954
O Olive Oil, Inc.
Brian Moss
1997 South McDowell Blvd., Suite A
Petaluma, CA 94954
Tomales Bay Foods/
Cowgirl Creamery
Sue Conley
105 H Street
Petaluma, CA 94952

Renewing Members
Able Fence Company
Adobe House
Brandner Veterinary Hospital, Inc.
CPS Golden Land Realty
Dairy Delivery, Inc.
Dutra Materials
Edward Jones Investments, Jim Becker
Gale’s Central Club
Gary & Lynn Imm
Golden Living Center
Graziano’s Ristorante
Hotel Petaluma - Apartments
JMA Services
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan,
President’s Circle - Silver
Keegan & Coppin Company, Inc.
Law Offices of Marianne F. Skipper
M & M Services, Inc.
Mahoney Davison Company
McKenzie Smith Eagle West Insurance
Services LLC
Merlone Geier Partners/Deer Creek
Village, President’s Circle - Bronze
Old Adobe Union School District
Pacific eDocument Solutions,
Presiden’t Circle - Silver

Petaluma Auto Body Shop, Inc.
Petaluma Dental Group
Spurgeon Painting, Inc.
Steward Property Services, Inc.
Top Speed Data Communications
Wells Fargo Bank

Long-Time Members
CPS Golden Land Realty, 39 Years
Richare Johnson
Petaluma Auto Body Shop, Inc.,
35 Years
Rosalind Pacciorini
Keegan & Coppin Company, Inc.,
32 Years
Chris Castellucci
Brandner Veterinary Hospital, Inc.,
27 Years
Barry Santero
Edward Jones Investments,
26 Years
Jim Becker
Old Adobe Union School District,
24 Years
Diane Zimmerman
Dutra Materials, 23 Years
Daryle McLaughlin
Able Fence Company, 23 Years
Dan Boyd
Steward Property Services, Inc.,
20 Years
Helen Loorya

Sponsored by the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Keep 2011 sales jumping with the

Sales Mastery Seminar Series
Learn the latest techniques for increasing your sales.
Generate more leads, be more persuasive, and close more business.

Winning Sales Presentations March 10
Negotiate and Close The Sale April 14
Registration: 7:45am • Workshops: 8-11am

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan,
President’s Circle - Silver, 20 Years
Carol Harris

The Referral Institute

Mahoney Davison Company,
19 Years
Kerry Davison

Group of 4 Workshops: $299 (PACC Members: $149)
Individual Workshops: $99 (PACC Members: $49)
Register online at petalumachamber.com/masteryseries.asp

Spurgeon Painting, Inc., 18 Years
Karen Spurgeon
Peace Officers Association of
Petaluma, 16 Years
Tamara Shoemaker
Adobe House, 14 Years
Judy Moon
Hotel Petaluma - Apartments,
14 Years
Robert Miller
Graziano’s Ristorante, 14 Years
Graziano Perozzi

1304 South Point Blvd., Suite 102, Petaluma

Chamber
Members
Save 50%

“I gained valuable, workable strategies from Kurt’s seminar on ‘Closing the Sale’.
I learned ‘what to say’, ‘what not to say’ and that there is actually a bona fide process
for closing.”—Deb Reid, Owner of YogaSpark and Leadership Petaluma participant

Kurt Shaver of The Sales Foundry is the seminar leader of the Sales Mastery
Series. The Sales Foundry is the leading sales training company in the North
Bay, having trained hundreds of salespeople, consultants, and business owners
over the past two years. Kurt’s background includes 25 years selling, training,
and managing sales teams at companies of all sizes in multiple industries.

For more information on each workshop, or to register, please call (707) 762-2785.

Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours
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Calendar – March
Have you checked out our online calendar?
Visit www.petalumachamber.com and click on the Calendar button!

1	
Ambassadors

15	
Agribusiness

Petaluma Valley Hospital,
Pat Schaefer’s Office
400 N McDowell Blvd.
7:30 A.M.

March 24, 2011 • 5:30–7:30 pm
755 Southpoint Blvd. #101-A
707-780-4222
www.ExpeditionIsland.com

3	
PACC Leadership Alumni

AN INDOOR ADVENTURE EXPERIENCE-FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Come in for the freshest coffee
in town, roasted daily in our
store and served by the
friendliest staff around!!
We look forward to seeing you…
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Breakfast Mixer & Tour of
Petaluma Fire Department
Petaluma Coffee & Tea Co.
212 Second St.
7:30 – 8:30 AM.

4	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

7	
Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.

10	
Sales Master Seminar Series

Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

Pozzi & Associates
A Full Service CPA Firm

35 years of Quality Service to Businesses & Individuals

(3 of 4) Winning Sales
Presentations
The Referral Institute
1304 South Point Blvd., Ste 102
Register 762-2785 or online at
www.petalumachamber.com
8:00 – 11:00 A.M.

15	
Leadership Alumni
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

Saturday & Evening Appointments Available
with JoAnn Ritko Pozzi, CPA, MBA
♦ Tax Preparation and Advice
Helping you to reduce taxes, streamline,
& have more control of your bottom line
• Individuals (average to complex)
• Businesses • Estates • Fiduciaries

♦ AICPA Quality Reviewed Firm
♦ Full-time Year-round Staff
♦ Quality Accounting / Bookkeeping
♦ Quickbooks Professional Advisors
♦ Divorce & Litigation Support

Call today for a 20% discount on your initial consultation. (707)

763-9817

320 Washington Street in Downtown Petaluma • www.pozzicpafirm.com

Marketing materials behind the times?

Contact Ann today
to get your message
across loud and clear.

707. 773.1168
In Petaluma since 1996

ann@avmgraphics.com
www.avmgraphics.com

Sonoma-Marin Fair Conference
Room, 175 Fairgrounds Dr.
12:00 Noon

18	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

22	
Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)
Rooster Run Event Center
2301 E. Washington St.
$20 Members, $25 Non-members
RSVP 762-2785
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

24	
Business After Hours –
Expedition Island
755 Southpoint Blvd., #101-A
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

31	
Women in Business Brown Bag
Lunch Seminar (RSVP)
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
$5 Members, $8 Non-Members
RSVP: 775-9519 to Yvonne
Cordoza
11:45 – 1:00 P.M.

31	
Petaluma Community
Recognition Awards
Sheraton Petaluma
745 Baywood Drive
5:30 P.M. No Host Reception
6:45 – 9:00 P.M. Program &
Dessert Bar

Looking Ahead – April
14	
Mastery Seminar Series (4 of 4) Negotiate and Close the Sale
21	
Business After Hours - Community for Spiritual Living & Well Being
and United Cerebral Palsy of the North Bay

26 Wake-Up Petaluma
28 Women in Business Brown Bag Lunch Seminar

Have a Business Question?
Ask a Business Expert!
The Small Business Development Center at Santa
Rosa Junior College offers no-cost, confidential
advising to small businesses.
• Develop a business plan
• Marketing and promotion
• Financial management
• and much more!
Tina Eastman, SBDC Business Advisor, is available at
the Chamber every Tuesday by appointment only.
Contact Santana MacInnes at 524.1770 to schedule.

Come Home to

VALLEY ORCHARDS…

Active Retirement Living
in Beautiful Sonoma County
Monthly Rates
as Low as

$1,695

Including All Meals and
Services (new residents only)

Call Today!

NOW
RENTING

(707) 778-6030
2100 East Washington St.
Petaluma, CA 94954
www.ValleyOrchards.com

Locally Owned & Family
Operated Since 1983

Visit our Napa Valley Community - www.SilveradoOrchards.com

A F U L L S E RV I C E R E T I R E M E N T C O M M U N I T Y

